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Cjje Relation of fife aittr |mmurta% 



2 Timothy i. 10. 

JESUS CHBIST HATH BROUGHT LIFE AND IMMORTALITY 
TO LIGHT THROUGH THE GOSPEL. 

The value of a gift is greatly affected by the 
condition of the recipient. If indispensable to 
his well being, and unattainable in any other 
way, the boon conferred is then of inestimable 
worth. Can this be affirmed of the revelation 
of immortality made by the Lord Jesus Christ ? 
Was the discovery essential to our well-being, 
and was it unattainable from any other source ? 
On the contrary, might it not be reasonably 
assumed, that some such high destiny was 
man's natural birthright? Look at his en- 
dowments, and how can you doubt that he has 
been designed for an illustrious future ? All 
other creatures can find satisfaction upon earth : 
the means of enjoyment are to them commen- 
surate with their appetites. But it is not so 
with man. Beyond and above his animal 
requirements he feels the cravings of a. higher 
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nature ; cravings which vastly transcend his 
present circumstances. And these yearnings 
after something higher, so far from being al- 
layed by the cultivating and informing of his 
mind, are only thereby strengthened and 
developed. The like may be said of his mental 
capacity. The few handfuls of knowledge 
gleaned by him, during his brief harvest upon 
earth, so far from storing this great garner, only 
serve to reveal its boundless extent. Now 
how are these attributes of the human soul to 
be regarded ? What mean these arms stretch- 
ing forth to something unseen ? these yearn- 
ings after something at preseut unattainable ; 
and these capacities for a larger ingathering ? 
Is there any natural appetite for which the 
Author of nature has not made provision ?* 
See, then, here the promise of an ulterior 
and more perfect existence, the earnest of a 
grander destiny. Might it not as reasonably 
be argued, that the foetus in the womb, with 
all its latent senses and rudimentary organs, 
or that the bird imprisoned in its shell was 
intended for no ulterior or more perfect 
state, as that man with his noble aspirations 

* Thou . . satisfogst the dbsirb of bvkry living thing. 
Fib. cxlv. 16. 
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and capacities was formed for no higher con- 
dition than a momentary sojourn upon earth ? 
Surely, apart from his immortality, he is but a 
half-finished creation ; a child that has perished 
in the womb. 

And, if assured of man's future existence, 
does not the goodness of God afford an ample 
guarantee that that existence shall be a bliss- 
ful one ? 

Nothing could be more satisfactory than 
such reasoning, were man now substantially 
the same as when God originally formed him ; 
the crown of the Creator's sublunary works, 
and " very good." In this happy condition, 
there was in himself and in all around him, 
ample evidence of the goodwill of his Creator 
towards him; and there could not be a 
shadow of doubt on the score of his future 
prospects. But, look at him now, as a fallen 
creature, and you will see only too much 
ground for apprehension as to the destiny that 
awaits him. Living amidst innumerable evils 
at present, by what arguments can he assure 
himself of a happier future ? The upbraidings 
of conscience within, and the frownings of 
Providence without ; the tempest, the earth- 
quake, the pestilence, the famine ; sickness 
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pain, death ; which of these tends to quiet his 
misgivings, and to re-assure him as to the dis- 
position of his moral Governor ? Can he 
reckon upon the Almighty's favour, while en- 
compassed with evidences of his displeasure ? 
Can he believe himself on the way to a joyful 
immortality, while fainting under the grasp of 
his inexorable enemy Death, and dragged into 
his dismal prison ? How, under such circum- 
stances, can the evening of life be cheered with 
the sweet radiance of hope ? Instead of a 
calm and bright horizon, there are evident 
symptoms of a storm ; heaving clouds, and 
mutterings of thunder, which no human phi- 
losophy can dissipate.* 

We may now see something of what is implied 
in the bringing of life and immortality to light ; 
the difficulty of the undertaking, and the in- 
estimable value of the revelation. It was not 
the mere uncovering of something that was 
hidden, or the restoring to man's mind some- 
thing that his memory had let slip. It was 
the bringing again within sight, and within 
reach, a prize which no efforts of his could 

* Who thbough fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage. Heb. ii. 15. They are in the ter- 
rors OF THE SHADOW OF DEATH, Job XXIV, 17. 
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either unveil or secure ; a prize that was sepa- 
rated from him by an insurmountable barrier. 
Sin had raised this barrier ; and he alone who 
could take away sin, could reveal the prize : 
and this is what the Lord Jesus Christ hafch 
done. Had sin introduced death into the 
world; eclipsing the paradise that is above, 
and casting a dark shade over all the earth ? 
Then the Lord Jesus having taken away sin, 
"hath abolished death, and brought life and 
immortality to light :" " that as sin had reigned 
unto death, even so might grace reign through 
righteousness unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ 
our Lord."* 



Now let us mark how the actual state of 
tilings when the Lord Jesus came into the 
world, confirms this view of the subject. Let 
us take a glance first at the Heathen world, 
and that, not the most ignorant portion of it, 
but the nations renowned for learning and 
philosophy. The notion of a future existence 
obtained very generally amongst them ; but 
it was the offspring of tradition, not of philoso- 
phy. The fact, that some of the most cele- 

* Romans y. 21. 
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brated Sages argued for, and others of them 
against, the doctrine of the soul's immortality, 
exemplifies in a very striking manner, the 
powerlessness of human reason to enlighten 
men on such a subject. "With all it was a 
matter of uncertainty. Those who advocated 
the doctrine could not shew that they had 
solid grounds for their belief;** much less 
could they declare what would be the con- 
dition of the soul, supposing it to enter upon 
a future existence : and as for the resurrection 
and immortality of the body, the proposition 
not only met with no favour, but was rejected 
with scorn. And when we say that the notion 
of future existence was very generally enter- 
tained, what did it amount to ? Could it in 
any sense be called the doctrine of revelation ? 
One of the most ancient and prevalent forms 
of belief, amongst the more civilized nations, 
was the doctrine of metempsychosis, or trans- 
migration of souls. The soul was believed to 
be immortal in this sense, that after leaving 
the body of one man, it would enter the body of 

* " Cicero, having reckoned up the different sentiments 
of the philosophers in relation to immortality, thus concludes, 
' Which of these opinions is true some god must tell us : 
which is most like to truth, is a great question.' " — Whitby* 8 
Commentary, 



IMMORTALITY BEYEALED. 11 

another,* or of some inferior animal, and 
pass from that again into a third, and so on 
in a long succession, occupying a period of 
many centuries; and that, on the completion 
of such migrations, it would terminate its in- 
dividual consciousness by being absorbed into 
the Deity. Another common notion of im- 
mortality was, that the future state would be 
a reflexion of the present one, only under hap- 
pier auspices ; that the hunting-grounds would 
be more fruitful and extensive ; that delicious 
viands would be abundant without labour ; 
and that the time would be pleasantly divided 
between sports, feasting, and repose. Such 
were, and such are still, the ideas of future 
existence which obtain where there is no Bible ; 
ideas as far beneath the revelations of the 
Gospel, as animals of the brute creation are 
inferior to Angels. 

Behold, then, the discoveries of the light of 
nature ! Philosophy had had a fair trial. 
There was no want of power among the Sages 
of antiquity. Many of them were men of 
transcendent talents, and indefatigable re- 
search ; and yet on those subjects which were 
of vital importance to mankind, they left the 

* John ix, 2. 



12 FIRST PART. 

world in the same condition as they found it. 
They discovered no healing balm for a wound- 
ed conscience, no effectual means of reforma- 
tion ; and in regard to the doctrine before us 
they unsettled, rather than established the 
convictions of men. The feeble arm of human 
reason was unable to lift the veil which con- 
cealed the future, or to conduct the inquiring 
soul a single step beyond the grave. With 
this present state of existence ended all that 
could be seen by the eye of the Heathen.* 



Observe next the condition of the Jews: 
a small Section of the human race, yet one 
which was elevated above the rest of the 
world in the possession of a Divine revelation. 
The doctrine of the soul's immortality was cer- 
tainly to be found in all parts of their Scrip- 
tures; though generally taken for granted 
rather than directly affirmed. In the books 
of Moses especially, it was a part of that wis- 
dom, which, to be found, must be sought for 
as for hidden treasure.f Thus, when our 
Lord would formally prove from them the doc- 

* Having no hope. Eph. ii. 12. 
f Prov. ii. 8, 4. 
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trine of a future state, to confute the error of 
the Sadducees, he referred to no direct state- 
ment, affirming the immortality # of the soul, 
but deduced the doctrine as an inference from 
other statements ; an inference which might 
easily have been overlooked, and which, it 
appears, had been overlooked, even by those 
who advocated the doctrine. Though to the 
ancient Jews, however, very imperfectly re- 
vealed, it was a truth firmly held, and prac- 
tically operative in the minds of the more 
enlightened. A long catalogue of worthies, 
reaching back to the earliest times, is presented 
to us by St. Paul, who had their heart set 
upon a better country, that is, an heavenly ; * 
and who must therefore have been cherishing a 
"hope full of immortality." But, in the 
time of our blessed Lord, the lessons of in- 
spiration had been overlaid and lost sight of 
amidst the traditions of fallible men ; t and what 
with the extreme ritualism of the Pharisees, 
whose religion consisted in external show ; J 
and the rationalism of the Sadducees, the free 

* Heb. xi. f Mat. xv. 6. 

I They make broad their phylacteries and enlarge the 

BORDERS OF THEIR GARMENTS ; BUT ALL THEIR WORKS THEY DO 

to be seen of men. Mat. xxiii. 5. 
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thinkers of the day, who denied a future state 
altogether;* there was but a small remnant, 
who could be regarded as sound in the faith, 
or as " seeking by patient continuance in well- 
doing for glory, and honour, and immortality." 
Such, then, was the condition of the world 
in relation to this interesting subject ; partial 
twilight in Judaea ; elsewhere universal dark- 
ness. Such, indeed, was man's condition gen- 
erally, in a moral and spiritual point of view, 
when the "Lord of glory" appeared; and 
it pleased the Father to re-issue his sovereign 
mandate, " Let there be LiGHT."f 



It remains for us to consider the proposition 
here presented by the apostle, " Jesus Christ 
hath brought life and immortality to light 
through the Gospel." 

The word " life " may be supposed to in- 
clude spiritual life on this side of the grave, 

* * The Saducees say there is no besuebection ; neitheb 

ANGEL NOB SPIBIT. Acts Xxiii. 8. 

\ Darkness shall cover the earth, and gboss darkness 
the people ; but the lobd shall arise upon thee, and 
his globy shall be seen upon thee. is. lx. 2. god, who 

COMMANDED THE LIGHT TO SHINE OUT OF DARKNESS, HATH 
BHINED IN OUB HEABTS. 2 Oor. iv. 6. 
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but being placed in opposition to death, its 
primary meaning must evidently be the life 
to come. The original word for " immortality " 
having been generally rendered by our trans- 
lators, "incorruption,"* it seems proper to regard 
the former term ("life") as relating to the 
future existence of the soul, and the latter 
("immortality") to that of the body; the two 
together expressing an endless existence beyond 
the grave for both body and soul. 

Now, including in the term " Gospel " all the 
Scriptures of the New Testament, we find the 
doctrine of immortality illuminating every 
page, like the veins of some precious ore 
spreading through a mine. Yes, God be 
thanked, it is not with us a great question to 
be solved ; or, at best, the flickering vision of 
a hope which has no solid foundation : it is a 
demonstrated fact, "known and read of all 
men." 

May He, who in his mercy, hath unveiled 
to us this heavenly prize, complete his gracious 
gift, by enabling us to discern its excellency ; 
and so to live under a constant sense of our 
obligations to him. 



* 1 Oob. xy. 42, 60, 58, 54. 
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There is, as you are aware, an endless ex- 
istence beyond the grave for the unbelieving, 
as well as for the true Christian ; but this is 
not here brought under our view. The future 
existence of the impenitent, being a privation 
of all that renders life enjoyable, or even toler- 
able, is constantly represented as a privation of 
life itself ; or in other words as an everlasting 
death ; the very opposite, therefore, to life and 
immortality. 

We observe, then, first, that by the Gos- 
pel the future existence of both body and 
sold is declared in the plainest terms. That 
such statements abound, and that there is no 
ambiguity about them, I need not say; your 
own memory will furnish you with examples. 
" The hour is coming, when all who are in their 
graves shall come forth, they that have done 
good unto the resurrection of life ; and they 
that have done evil unto the resurrection of 
damnation : " " and these shall go away into 
everlasting punishment, but the righteous into 
life eternal." * 

Secondly, in the gospel we are shewn that 
the truth of these statements was confirmed by 
miracles wrought for that express purpose. 
* John v. 28, 29. Mat. xxv. 46. 
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In his conversation with Martha, the sister 
of Lazarus, our Lord gave utterance to these 
remarkable words, " I am the Resurrection and 
the Life. He that believeth in me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live ; and whosoever 
liveth and believeth in me shall never die."* 
And shortly afterwards he proceeded to the 
grave of one who had been four days dead, in 
order to afford an ocular demonstration of the 
great truths he had announced. The miracle 
about to be performed, therefore, was invested 
with peculiar significance. But a moment 
before, our Lord had proclaimed himself the 
author of life, bodily and spiritual, to his be- 
lieving people : insomuch that even those who 
had perished in the grave should eventually be 
quickened by him, and both body and soul be 
united again in a life which should never end ; 
and he now vouchsafes to confirm his word 
by a display of omnipotence. Death, as if to 
parade his power, had invaded a household 
which Jesus loved, and had left a terrible chasm 
in its once happy circle. And now Jesus 
stands on the threshold of Death, and summons 
his recent captive to appear. Here, then, are 
Life and Death confronted : the power of the 

John xi. 25. 
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Grave and the power of the Resurrection in ac- 
tual conflict. What a moment of interest to 
the children of Adam ! Generation after gener- 
ation had been swept away by Death's unspar- 
ing scythe ; and, of all that had lived upon the 
earth, nothing remained there but " dust and 
ashes." Whose voice can be heard in this 
region of desolation ! What response can there 
be from senseless and mouldering forms ; 
houses vacated by their tenants ! The loudest 
summons here could only, methinks, call forth 
mocking echoes from the hollow tombs. But, 
" never man spake like this man." See! the 
bandaged, corpse has arisen at his call, has 
burst the all-enthralling spell, and breathes 
again in the land of the living! What, 
has the awful majesty of Death quailed be- 
fore the Son of Man ! Is his sceptre broken ! 
O glorious truth, the universal Spoiler is him- 
self despoiled by "the Prince of Life."* Here, 
then, was a tangible proof of our Lord's asser- 
tion ; a complete vindication of his extraordi- 

* Mabvel not at this ; FOR the houb is coming, in the 

WHICH ALL THAT ABE IN THE GRAVES SHALL HEAB HIS VOICE, 
AND SHALL COME FOBTH. Johll V. 28. DEATH, I WILL BE 
THY PLAGUES; GBAVE, I WILL BE THY DESTBUCTION. 

Hos. xiii. 14. 



IMMORTALITY REVEALED. 19 

nary claim, " I am the Resurrection k and the 
Life." 

To the same class of miracles must be refer- 
red our Lord's own resurrection. For this was 
a work which he had constantly affirmed both 
his ability and his intention to perform.* In 
allowing himself to be taken captive by Death, 
and the bars of the grave to be riveted above 
him, his rising again was a more signal 
triumph than even the raising of Lazarus. 
Indeed this was the appointed " sign" for the 
more incredulous. Did he seem to have 
uttered words too great, when he promised to 
raise his people to an endless life at the last 
day ?f Then here was a miracle as great as 
the promise ; a deed as wonderful as the word. 
Cannot He raise others from the grave, who 
quickened his own body ? 

Thirdly : The Gospel brings life and im- 
mortality to - light, in that it assures us of the 
resurrection and ascension of Him who was our 
Head and Representative. 

* Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise 
it up. John ii. 19, and x. 18. 

1 1 will raise him up at the last day. (Four times re- 
peated in John vi.) This is the promise that he hath 
promised us, even eternal life. 1 John ii. 25. 
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Not a. voice from heaven could testify more 
convincingly of the future destiny of Christ's 
people than the triumphs of their great Fore- 
runner. Having undertaken to pay for them 
the demands of Divine Justice ; the debt they 
had incurred through innumerable violations of 
God's law ; his liberation from the prison of the 
grave was an open avowal, that the price paid 
down by him had been accepted as a full dis- 
charge. His admission into heaven, too, was 
a proof that having fulfilled the law in every 
particular, his title to immortality was unques- 
tionable. But, in the whole of this he was acting 
as our Substitute. He was not only one of our- 
selves, the Son of Man ; but he died in our stead, 
and rose again as our Representative. Hence 
the titles given to him, "Firstborn from the 
dead," that is, the Forerunner of a numerous 
family : " Firstfruits of the resurrection," 
that is, a pledge and earnest of the com- 
ing harvest. Indeed, so completely does he 
represent the whole Christian brotherhood in 
himself, that they are constantly described as 
" in Christ ;" as having died in Him, risen again 
in Him, ascended to glory in Him.* The 

*GOD HATH QUICKENED US TOGETHER WITH CHRIST, AND 
HATH RAISED US UP TOGETHER, AND MADE US SIT TOGETHER IN 

heavenly places in Christ Jesus. Ephes. ii. 4 — 6. 
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resurrection and enthronement of their Head, 
therefore, afford to all the Members of his body 
the surest pledge, that they shall in due time 
participate in his triumph ; and is the strongest 
possible confirmation of their faith.* They 
are now assured that the terrible arm of Death 
is broken, the gates of the grave unhinged, 
and the way to life, before impassable, open 
and free. In fact, His triumph, they see to be 
theirs ; and with the eye of faith fixed on the 
mighty Victor, they can meet their last enemy 
rejoicing; "O Death, where is thy sting? 
Grave, where is thy victory? The sting of 
Death is sin, and the strength of sin is the 
law ; but thanks be to God who giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ, "f 

Fourthly : Our Lord has brought life and 
immortality to light in this respect, that He has 
revealed many important particulars respecting 
the future condition of his people. 

As these particulars constitute the principal 
part of our subject, they will be placed more 
conveniently as two separate and distinct 

* Who is he that condemneth ? It is Chbist that 
died ; yea rather, that is risen again \ who is even at 
the bight hand of God. Bom. viii. 84. Bee also 1 Pet.i. 8, 4. 

1 1 Cor. xv. 55—57. 
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divisions of this discourse. Waving the con- 
sideration of them, therefore, for the present, 
I will only observe here, that the immortality 
which Christ has revealed is not existence 
merely. It may well be questioned whether 
such a revelation would not have diminished, 
rather than increased, our happiness. Man's 
great calamity is, not shortness of life, but a 
sinful nature ; that root of bitterness from 
which mortality and all other evils spring.* 
And to reveal to him, in this fallen state, 
simply a future of endless duration, would be 
to open a chasm beneath his feet too deep and 
appalling to contemplate ; for, what more 
fearful image can be presented to the mind 
than a sinful existence prolonged through in- 
terminable ages ? Infinitely better to be ex- 
tinguished with the beasts that perish, than to 
enter upon immortality in such a condition. 
No : the life that Christ has presented to us is 
one of sinless perfection ; one therefore, the 
unfathomable duration of which, we can con- 
template with a steady eye, or rather with un- 
bounded satisfaction. 

Fifthly : Jesus Christ has brought life and 

* Romans v. 12. 
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immortality to light, in that He has placed them 
within our reach. 

This is the crowning work of all : it is in 
fact everything. Let the accounts of an end- 
less life in heaven be ever so ravishing, what 
would it all avail us if we could not attain to 
it ? Better never to have heard of it, than be 
compelled to say, " I shall see it, but not for 
myself." Now, what was the condition of the 
human race if Christ had not come to their 
aid ? They had little or no knowledge of a 
future existence, and were making little or no 
efforts to secure it.* But, supposing all had 
been alive to it, would the prize have been 
within their reach ? "If thou wilt enter into 
life keep the commandments." This is the 
only condition proposed by the inflexible law ; 
and it was offered by our Lord to one who 
needed a cure for self-righteousness. " Love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and soul, and 
strength ; and thy neighbour as thyself : This 
do, and thou shalt live." Is this a condition 
to inspire us with hope ? Does not the very 
sound of it remind us of our shortcomings, and 
convince us of the impossibility of entering 

* Of coarse the Jews mast be considered as already en- 
joying the benefits of Christ's mediation prospectively. 
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life by that road ? For, it is not an occasional 
or partial keeping of the commandments that 
will answer the end. All are laid under the 
curse who " continue not in all things which 
are written in the book of the law to do them." 
But this perfect and sustained obedience to 
the law of God no child of Adam has ever 
rendered.* So that if the Lord Jesus had 
not pitied us, and come to our rescue, this was 
our condition ; first, we had little inclination 
to reach out our hands for immortality ; and 
next, if we had so exerted ourselves, it was 
not within our reach. Surely then, Christ has 
brought life and immortality to light, in that 
he has purchased them for us by his own 
obedience unto death, and then of his royal 
bounty offered them for our acceptance ; in 
that he has purchased for us also the gift of 
His Spirit, to kindle in our souls a longing 
after life eternal, and to sustain them in the 
pursuit of it.f Yes, it is not something beyond 
our attainment that he has revealed to us ; 
some fair vision in the sky which we may long 
to grasp, but long in vain. He has opened it 
to our view, cleared the way to it, offered all 

* Gal. iii. 10- 12. 

f Ps. lxviii. 18. John xvi. 7, 18. 
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needful assistance, and then invited all to make 
the prize their own.* Well might he say, " I 
am come that ye might have life ; and that ye 
might have it more abundantly."! 



We may close this part of our subject with 
a single reflexion : 

How greatly are we indebted to the Lord 
Jesus Christ! 

Through his Gospel he has revealed to us 
truths which pious and thoughtful men in all 
ages ; even kings, philosophers, and inspired 
prophets, have longed to discern, but longed 
in vain :J truths which, though they transcend 
the grandest conceptions of the human mind, 
are nevertheless within the compass of the un- 
learned : a revelation, therefore, at once the 
most simple and sublime. 

Now, let us try to place ourselves in the 
mental condition of some of those old-world 
worthies. Let us suppose that we had strained 

* Whosoever will, let him take the wateb of life 
freely. Bey. xxii. 17. The wateb that I shall give 

HIM SHALL BE IN HIM A WELL OF WATEB SPRINGING UP INTO 
EVERLASTING LIFE. Jobft if. 14. 

f John x. 10. % Lckb x. 24. 
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our eyes in vain to catch a glimpse of an ever- 
lasting home ; that we had peered into the 
future more and more earnestly, and yet could 
see nothing but a dark and tenantless void ; 
how precious to us then would be the dawn of the 
Gospel-day ! How glorious the full revelation 
of life and immortality I* Blessed indeed, 
should we deem the eyes that see, and the 
ears that hear, the announcement of such trans- 
porting truths ; and great would be our love 
for the instrument of our illumination, the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, f But, these 
truths are not the less precious because we 
have known them from our infancy; nor are 
our obligations any the less to Him who has 
revealed them. And when we take into 
account that thfe unveiling of the prize includes 
also the placing of it within our reach, truly 
our obligations to him are immeasurable. Do 
not say that they exceed any returns that we 
can make ; for they really exceed our com- 
prehension. 

* The dayspring from on high hath visited us, to give 

LIGHT TO THEM THAT SIT IN DARKNESS AND IN THE SHADOW OF 

death. Luke i. 78, 79. 

1 1 REJOICE AT THY WORD, AS ONE THAT FINDETH GREAT 

spoil. Fs. cxix. 162. 
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" Well of life that springeth ever, 
Sea of love that hath no bounds ! 

Fruitless were my best endeavour 
Depth of love like thine to sound !"* 

It surely becomes us as Christians to reflect 
more than we do, upon what the Son of 
God has done for our benighted world, f 
We should not then be so cold and lifeless 
in our religion. Verily we are put to the 
blush by the disciples of Moses ! " I will 
extol thee, my God, King ; and I will bless 
thy name for ever and ever. I will speak of 
the glorious honour of thy Majesty, and of thy 
wondrous works." " Oh that men would praise 
the Lord for his goodness, and for his won- 
derful works to the children of men." " I 
will sing unto the Lord as long as I live ; I 
will sing praise to my God while I have my 
being." If we cannot rise to so lofty a strain, 
may we not at least consider the grounds of 
our indebtedness to Christ, and the extent of 
it ; that our hearts may be animated by suit- 
able feelings towards him ; or rather, till they 
are inspired by the mighty principle of reci- 

Hymn 286, Church Psalter and Hymn Book. 

f I COUNT ALL THINGS BUT LOSS FOB THE EXCELLENCY OF 
THE KNOWLEDGE OF GhBIST JeSUS MY LORD. Phil. til. 8. 
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procal love ?* His kindness towards us is the 
great motive power of Christianity.! For, as 
nothing can shed so cheering a ray upon the 
human mind as the love of Christ for our sinful 
race, so nothing can furnish so powerful a per- 
suasive to gratitude and devotion : there is no 
such mighty engine, as the cross of Christ, for 
raising our carnal spirits from earth to heaven. J 
We have a remarkable exemplification of this in 
the lives of the early Christians ;§ and in propor- 
tionas our knowledge of Christ'slove increases, so 
will our whole being be brought into harmony 
with that sublime ascription/ "To him that 

LOVED US, AND WASHED US FROM OUR SINS IN HIS 
OWN BLOOD ; TO HIM BE GLORY AND DOMINION FOR 
EVER AND EVER. AMEN."|| 



* We love him, because he fibst loved us. 1 John 
iv. 19. 

+The love of Christ constraineth us. 2 Cor. v. 14. 

% I, IF I BE LIFTED UP FROM THE EARTH, WILL DRAW ALL 
MEN UNTO ME. THIS HE SAID, SIGNIFYING WHAT DEATH HE 

should die. John xii. 82. 

§ None of us liyeth to himself, and no man dieth to 
himself. For, whether we live, we live unto the Lord, 
&c. Rom. xiv. 7, 8. 

I! Ephes. iii. 19. Rev. i. 5, 6. 
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We return to that branch of the subject, the 
consideration of which was postponed ; namely, 
the particulars respecting the future destiny of 
his people, which our Lord has revealed to us 
through the Gospel. Having already con- 
sidered what is implied in " bringing life and 
immortality to light," we now come to the 
nature of the revelation itself. 



1 Corinthians xv. 85 — 44. 

SOME MAN WILL SAY, HOW ARE THE DEAD RAISED UP? 
AND WITH WHAT BODY DO THEY COME? THOU FOOL, THAT 
WHICH THOU SOWEST IS NOT QUICKENED, EXCEPT IT DIE : 
AND THAT WHICH THOU SOWEST, THOU SOWEST NOT THAT 
BODY THAT SHALL BE, BUT BARE GRAIN, IT MAY CHANCE 
OF WHEAT, OR OF SOME OTHER GRAIN: BUT GOD GIVETH 
IT A BODY AS IT HATH PLEASED HIM, AND TO EVERY SEED 
HIS OWN BODY. ALL FLESH IS NOT THE SAME FLESH : 
BUT THERE IS ONE KIND OF FLESH OF MEN, ANOTHER 
FLESH OF BEASTS, ANOTHER OF FISHES, AND ANOTHER 
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OF BIRDS. THERE ARE ALSO CELESTIAL BODIES, AND 
BODIES TERRESTRIAL: BUT THE GLORY OF THE CELES- 
TIAL IS ONE, AND THE GLORY OF THE TERRESTRIAL IS 
ANOTHER. THERE IS ONE GLORY OF THE SUN, AND AN- 
OTHER GLORY OF THE MOON, AND ANOTHER GLORY OF 
THE STARS: FOR ONE STAR DIFFERETH FROM ANOTHER 
STAR IN GLORY. SO AI^SO IS THE RESURRECTION OF THE 
DEAD. IT IS SOWN IN CORRUPTION ; IT IS RAISED IN IN- 
CORRUPTION : IT IS SOWN IN DISHONOUR ; IT IS RAISED IN 
GLORY : IT IS SOWN IN WEAKNESS ; IT IS RAISED IN POWER ; 
IT IS SOWN A NATURAL BODY; IT IS RAISED A SPIRITUAL 
BODY. 



Accustomed from our infancy to hear of a 
resurrection, we are apt to regard the doctrine 
as a self-evident truth, or at all events as one 
discoverable by the light of reason ; but this 
is not the case : it is simply a revelation of the 
Bible. Many and valuable have been the 
discoveries of science, but this is not one of 
them. On the contrary, guided by philosophy 
men have been led, not to belief in the resur- 
rection, but to denial of it. The most eminent 
Sages of olden time not only did not enter- 
tain the doctrine, but peremptorily rejected it. 
Knowing nothing of the changes to be effected 
in the resurrection, they deemed the raising 
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again of the body an undesirable thing, if not 
impossible. " The body (said they) is the prison 
and sepulchre of the soul, and the greatest 
hindrance to it in the investigation of truth. 
To be tied to the body is a degradation and 
punishment to the soul, which can never be 
perfectly happy till it be disengaged from it. 
The idea, therefore, of the resurrection of the 
body is an abominable and an impossible thing, 
which God neither will, nor can effect."* Such 
were the deductions of human wisdom on this 
interesting subject. Accordingly, when the 
Apostle preached " Jesus and the resurrection" 
to the wise men of Athens, some were unable 
to conceal their disgust, and exclaimed " What 
will this babbler say ?" and others " mocked." 
So again, in the learned city of Corinth, to the 
Apostle's assertion that the dead should be 
raised, it was confidently objected, ( " How are 
the dead raised up ?" How is it possible ? 
How can a dead thing live again ? Besides, 
the bodies of human beings have been dis- 
solved by corruption, and turned to dust ; and, 
in numberless instances, the particles that com- 
posed them have been consumed by fire, and 
scattered by the winds ; and have thus become 

. * Quotations in Whitby's Commentary, 
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endlessly disunited and dispersed. Nay, they 
have been incorporated with other bodies; 
plants, insects, fishes, beasts, and even man 
himself. How is it possible, then, that the 
atoms belonging to each individual body should 
ever be brought together again and re-adjusted? 
But if you say that this is not your doctrine, 
what is the resurrection of the dead ? " With 
what body do they come ?" No one would be 
tied again to a body of animal infirmities, and 
who can conceive of any other ? Who will 
maintain that the dead shall be raised in any 
other fashion V 

To all such objectors, the answer of our Lord 
to the Sadducees is exceedingly appropriate — 
" Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor 
the power of God." 'The power of God 
speaks it possible, that there may be a resur- 
rection : the Scriptures speak it certain, that 
there shall be a resurrection/* 

Whether the above line of argument repre- 
sent the precise form of scepticism prevalent 
among the Corinthians, it is difficult to say : 
but of this we are sure, that the Apostle's 
answer completely met their objections, as it 
has done those of succeeding ages. One diffi- 

* Matthew Henry, quoted by Dr. J. Brown, 
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culty was evidently founded in ignorance. It 
was based on the assumption that the resur- 
rection-body would be a gross, carnal, and 
corruptible substance like the one that was 
buried. But as such a tenet found no place in 
the Christian scheme, had the objectors ac- 
quainted themselves with what the Apostles 
really taught, they would have seen how little 
occasion there was for contempt or aversion. 

Even now it may be questioned whether the 
doctrine be not often loaded with an encum- 
brance that does not belong to it, and which is 
calculated to prove a stumbling-block rather 
than a stepping-stone in the inquirer's path. 
The Scriptures declare that the body shall be 
raised again ; and they declare no less plainly 
that the body raised shall not be the old animal 
compound of flesh and blood. The language 
employed could not he more explicit or decisive. 
" The dead shall be raised incorruptible. The 
body is sown in corruption ; it is raised in 
incorruption : it is sown in dishonor ; it is 
raised in glory. Flesh and blood cannot in- 
herit the kingdom of God." Beyond this, it 
becomes us to speak with diffidence. The old 
body, though delicate in texture and beautiful 
in appearance, was formed of very gross 

D 
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materials, and was at best an " earthy " and 
" corruptible " substance ; but what will be the 
constitution of the resurrection-body we know 
not.* On this point, therefore, we will not 
attempt to dogmatize. We will not affirm, as 
some do, that no elements of the old body shall 
enter into the composition of the new ; for 
how then can it be true, in any literal sense, 
that the dead shall be " raised," or that those 
who sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
" awake ?" " All things are possible with 
God :" and he who can build a temple without 
materials, can raise up one that has Mien. 

* The word * substance ' is used here in its popular sense. 
It may he philosophically correct to say, that the fundamental 
elements of all created matter are the same, and that, if Ave 
know these, we know the ' substance ' of the 'spiritual body. 
But such a statement would be calculated to mislead, rather 
than inform, the general reader. If it were possible for a 
man to be unacquainted with water, how would it assist his 
conceptions to tell him, that it is of the same substance with 
iron ? As little does it aid our conceptions of the spiritual 
body, to he told, that its substance will be the same with that 
of all existing matter. This may be so, and yet the body bo 
as unlike anything we have seen, as water is unlike iron. 
Simple and few as may be the fundamental elements of 
matter, none can imagine the varieties of form and of organ- 
ization of which it is capable, or the variety of purposes which 
it may be made to subserve. None can declare how pure, 
subtile, and refined it is possible for matter to become in the 
laboratory of iihe Almighty. Let us not be scared by the 
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Neither will we assert, with others, that a 
resurrection of the body necessarily implies a 
re-collecting and re-uniting of all the atoms 
that pertained to it when buried ; for no such 
statement has been made by an inspired 
writer. " The identity of the particles of 
matter, as necessary to the resurrection of the 
same body, is nowhere mentioned in Scripture, 
and this chapter strongly militates against that 
opinion."* If it may be said of the grain of 
wheat deposited in the ground, ' It will rise 
again/ may not the like be said of the human 

weak objection, that bodies so constructed would be more 
' ghosts and empty shades ' rather than substantial realities. 
Invisible forms they may be to those who peer through 
masks of clay ; but, to their own finer organs, spiritual bodies 
are doubtless substances just as real and palpable, as animal 
bodies are to the coarser perceptions of animal natures. 
The forms and the glory of Angels are invisible to mortal eyes ; 
but, that they will be clearly seen by us after the resurrec- 
tion is evident from our Lord's words, " He that denieth 
me before men shall be denied before the Angels of God ; 
wheu the Son of Man shall come in his own glory, and of his 
Father's, and of the holy Angels." (Lukexii. 9 ; and ix. 26.) 
In like manner, the forms and the glory of resurrection-bodies, 
though imperceptible to our present senses, will be perceptible 
enough to their own. 

* Scott's Commentary. — Any attempt to build up an opposite 
conclusion upon one isolated and controverted expression in 
the oldest portion of the Old Testament, would indicate rather 
a foregone conviction than an unbiassed search after truth. 
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body ; though in the one case as in the other, 
there may be nothing of the old body visibly, 
and not much actually, incorporated with the 
new? "Thou so west not that body that 
shall be." 



Having charged the objector with folly for 
allowing unfounded difficulties to stand in the 
way of his faith, the Apostle proceeds to show, 

First; The probability of a resurrection, 
as attested by the ordinary course of Provi- 
dence : 

Secondly : The nature of the resurrection, 
as revealed by Divine inspiration. 

"While meditating upon these points, let us 
feel thankful to God for having made known to 
us a truth so full of hope and comfort, and let 
us look up to him for the teaching of His 
Spirit, that the doctrine may prove to us, as it 
is intended, an effectual means of elevating our 
souls above the temptations and sorrows of this 
evil world. * 

* " Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the 
people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a 

season ; FOR he had respect unto the recompence of the 

reward. Others were tortured, not accepting deliver- 
ance]; that they might obtain a better resurrection." 
Heb. xi. 25, 26, 85. 
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The possibility of a resurrection is made 
evident by a fact, which the Apostle has 
proved in the preceding context, namely, the 
resurrection of Christ ; for, if one man has 
risen, the rising of others is possible. He now 
advances a step further, and shows that there 
is nothing strange or eocceptional in the idea. 
The providence of God is so ordered that illus- 
trations and resemblances of the resurrection 
surround us on every side. Though in dumb 
show, yet by the most intelligible signs, all 
nature is bearing witness to the doctrine. The 
decomposition continually taking place in or- 
ganic substances, and which seems at first sight 
to be destruction, is not really so, it is merely 
a change of form ; a transition from one form 
to another through the process of dissolution ; 
disintegration in order to reconstruction. 

In the revolution of the seasons may be seen 
a comprehensive image of the resurrection. In 
winter " the ground is covered with snow, or 
crusted with frost, and becomes a general 
sepulchre. When the spring appeareth, all 
begin to rise ; the plants and flowers spring 
out of their graves, revive, and grow and 
flourish : this is the annual resurrection."* 

* Pearson on the Creed. 
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That which is always the most interesting 
season, the re-appearing of the Earth in her 
bridal attire, sparkling with flowers, and joyous 
with the songs of birds ; becomes doubly inter- 
esting when viewed as a prelude of the great 
revival ; that universal Spring, when the 
whole globe shall be radiant with bright and 
celestial forms, destined for " the Paradise of 
God."* 

The individual changes constantly taking 
place in the vegetable and animal creation, 
afford still more graphic illustrations of the 
rising again, after burial, of the human body. 
You cannot drop a seed into the ground, but 
you are presented with a figure of this kind ; 
and a mystery no less inexplicable than the 
resurrection of man. " For that which you 
sow is not quickened (that is, made alive) ex- 
cept it die ; and you sow not that body that 
shall be, (not the body that shall rise up) but 
bare grain ;" and " God giveth it a body as it 
hath pleased him." The form that you hid in 
the earth perishes, and out of it springs a new 
and comely structure incomparably superior to 
the one that has decayed. So that death here 
is a step to life ; nay, the indispensable con- 

* The dead in Christ shall rise first. 1 Thes. iv. 16. 
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dition through which life is attained ; and the 
decomposition of the body essential to its being 
reconstructed in a more excellent form. And, 
in the endless variety with which it hath 
pleased God to adorn the vegetable kingdom, 
you have endless illustrations of his design to 
raise our bodies from the dust, and to endue 
them with varied degrees of comeliness and 
glory. 

Similar examples m#y be seen in the changes 
which take place among the insect tribes ; the 
largest portion numerically of the animal king- 
dom. To state the matter generally ; unclothed, 
unwieldy, unsightly grubs, living obscurely in 
the earth, or in the water, after having attained 
their proper growth, pass into a kind of trance, 
resembling death, and from this again suddenly 
emerge in a state of perfection ; fitted for a 
new kind of existence, and in many instances 
for a new element ; but always endowed with 
an elegance of figure, and a perfection of 
powers, suitable to their wondrous elevation. 

It will, however, be more instructive to trace 
the changes as they occur in one particular 
class ; and that, the one with which all are 
familiar, the family of moths and butter- 
flies. Here, as soon as the egg is hatched 
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a caterpillar appears, whose whole occupation 
and enjoyment seem to consist in ministering 
to an insatiable appetite. Having passed its 
appointed time in this humble condition, it 
makes preparation for a change, and either 
buries itself in the earth, or spins a web, thus 
enveloping its body, as it were, in a shroud. 
In this its next stage it presents nothing to the 
eye either of activity or comeliness*; scarcely 
any symptoms of life ; but appears to be hope- 
lessly imprisoned in a dark and lifeless shell. 
Who would have said, previous to information 
on the subject, that this body would ever break 
from its confinement, or enter upon another 
phase of existence ? What promise does it offer 
that it will ever resume its activity, and appear 
again on the busy stage of life ? Yet no sooner 
does the time for its release arrive, than it 
bursts from its tomb in a totally new form. 
It is now endowed with more perfect faculties, 
and with a degree of beauty and elegance to 
which it was before a stranger, and is destined 
henceforth to move in a higher sphere. 

Here then is another illustration, or rather 
series of illustrations, no less significant and in- 
structive. And as the former series might be 
entitled, " Sketches of the Resurrection in the 
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Vegetable World," so this may be, " Sketches 
of the Resurrection in the Animal World." 
For here also there is a transition from a lower 
condition to a higher, and that through the gates 
of the grave ; the putting off of an inferior 
body in order to the assumption of one more 
highly organized ; the closing for a while of a 
mean and monotonous life, in order to 
the development of one more varied and 
elevated. 

It is worthy of note, too, in relation 
to the revivifying of plants and insects, 
that the effect is brought about by the 
mysterious influence of the sun, penetrating 
their secluded dormitories : lit emblem of the 
Divine energy of the " Sun of righteousness," 
by which the slumbering dead shall be quick- 
ened, and raised from their graves in the last 
day : " the mighty working whereby he is 
able to subdue all things unto himself." 

Such being the illustrations sketched for us 
in the book of nature, what reflecting man, 
with this open volume before his eyes, will 
maintain that there is anything strange or 
improbable in the doctrine of a general 
resurrection ? 
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Again : ' Though ' (the Apostle goes on to 
argue) 'though we affirm that the new 
body shall be vastly superior to the old one ; 
more refined in its nature, more glorious in 
its appearance ; what insuperable difficulty 
does that present to the mind of a reflecting 
man ? Do not the manifestations of Omnipo- 
tence already before us prove beyond a doubt 
that the creation of such a body is possible 
to the Almighty ? Look at the bodies 
which he has already made, their variety 
in organization, in form, in beauty. " All 
flesh, for example, is not the same flesh ; 
but there is one kind of flesh of men, another 
flesh of beasts, another of fishes, and another 
of birds." And besides an infinitude of such 
smaller differences upon earth, there are others 
on a grander scale. There are celestial bodies 
as well as terrestrial, and these from their 
variety, greatness, and splendor, afford still 
more ample evidence of the Creator's ability, 
and of his unlimited control over matter to 
mould and fashion it according to his plea- 
sure. How inconsiderate, then, the notion, 
that you have explored the store-house of the 
Almighty ; that you have scanned the depths 
of his resources ; and that it would be a 
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matter of any difficulty with him to furnish 
bodies in the resurrection of a totally new 
organization, and fitted for a new mode of 
existence ! 

Truly, the philosopher is the last man who 
should be staggered k by such a proposition. 
What though he appreciates the difficulty of 
the case more keenly than other men ; has not 
his investigation of the works of nature in their 
infinite variety and perfection afforded him 
ample demonstration of the wisdom and power 
of the Creator, as also of the inexhaustible 
fruitfulness of his resources ? And, with how 
much additional force would this conviction be 
impressed upon his mind, were he able to ex- 
tend his researches beyond the limits of a 
single planet ; which, though to us a grand 
universe, is in reality but an inconsiderable 
fraction of the great realm of nature I* He, 
therefore, of all men, should not need the re- 
monstrance, " Why should it be deemed a 
thing incredible with you that God should 
raise the dead ?" He ought rather to address 
it to others ; and, to their objecting, ' Are not 
the difficulties great?' return the ready re- 

* Heaven is God's theone ; the eabth is bis footstool. 
Mat. v. 34, 85. 
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sponse, ' There is nothing difficult to the 
Almighty.'* 



The Apostle having shewn that there is 
nothing strange or exceptional in the idea of 
a resurrection, inasmuch as all nature serves to 
illustrate and confirm the doctrine, and having 
thus answered the first part of the objector's 
inquiry, now proceeds to the second, " With 
what body do they come ?" in reply to which, 
he declares, on the authority of Divine inspir- 
ation, not only the certainty of a resurrection, 
but the nature of it. " Flesh and blood can- 
not inherit the kingdom of God. This mortal 
must put on immortality. Thou sowest not 
that body that shall be, but bare grain ; and 
God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him. 
So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is 
sown a natural body, in weakness, dishonour, 
and corruption ; but it shall be raised a 
spiritual body, in power, incorruption, and 
glory. We have borne the image of the earthy ; 
We shall also bear the image of the heavenly. 

*Ah, Lord God ! Thou hast made the heaven and 
the earth by thy great power, and by thy stretohed-out 
arm ; and there is nothing too hard for thee. jei*. 
xxxii. 17. 
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For Christ shall change our vile body, that it 
may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, 
according to the working whereby he is able 
even to subdue all things unto Himself."* 

The Apostle here draws a comparison be- 
tween the present and the future body; and 
in order to see the full import of his statement, 
we must give a brief space to each of the points 
contrasted. 

" The body is sown, that is, buried in cor- 
ruption" The "flesh" of which our bodies are 
composed "is weak" in more senses than one ; 
so that the term of their existence is neces- 
sarily limited : and no sooner does the pulse 
cease to beat than corruption takes possession 
of the corpse as its lawful prey. But though 
such is its condition when laid in the grave, 

It shall be "raised in incorruption" The 
body will not appear again in its present 
state. It will not be raised a corruptible 
corpse, and then changed ; but it will 
rise from the grave a living incorruptible 
form. "Mortality shall be swallowed up of 
life." In the risen body there shall be no seeds 
of decay; no tendency to dissolution. It shall be 
framed for everlasting duration. The children 

* 1 Cor. xv. Phil. iii. 21. 
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of the resurrection ' may adopt individually the 
triumphant language of their Head, " I am 
he that liveth, and was dead ; and behold, I 
am alive for evermore." 

" The body is sown in dishonor" We must 
admit that such is its state, both living and 
dying. Is it not an indignity to the body to 
be mutilated by violence, and to sicken and 
pine under .the influence of disease, privation, 
or old age ? Is it not a dishonor to it to be 
agonized by the throes of death, like the beasts 
that perish, and to become a morsel for worms 
and corruption ? " Death hath passed upon 
all men, for that all have sinned." Under the 
mastery of a disobedient spirit, the body has 
been a rebel against its own Maker ; and it 
sickens and dies under the curse of rebellion. 
What greater degradation could have befallen 
it ? Truly may it be said, of the sin-destroyed 
carcass which we bury out of our sight, " It is 
sown in dishonor." 

"It is raised in gloiy" The evils above- 
mentioned it shall be exempted from, and that 
for ever. Hunger or thirst, disease or pain, 
mutilation or death, it shall never experience. 
But who shall interpret the full meaning of 
the expression, " raised in glory ? " Compare 
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only what is said in Scripture of the present 
body in its state of humiliation, and of the 
risen body in its immortal state. The one is 
likened to a tent, a hasty and unstable structure 
of man ; the other is declared to be a building 
of God, eternal in the heavens. The bodies we 
now have are designated " vile bodies," " dust 
and ashes," " houses of clay, whose foundation 
is in the dust, and which are crushed before 
the moth,"* But the future bodies of the just 
are likened to heavenly gems ; which in beauty 
and lustre shall vie with the " stars, and with 
the brightness of the firmament." 

It would seem, therefore, that the expressions 
" in glory " and « glorious," in this connexion, 
signify something more than ' very fine ' or 
' grand ; ' and that they include the sense of 
effulgence. Such is evidently the meaning of 
the term " glory " as applied to our Lord's ap- 
pearance in his transfiguration, when " his face 
did shine as the sun : " and such the meaning 
of the expression "in glory" applied to bis 
heavenly visitants on the flame occasion. In 
addition to which, it might be argued with 
reason, that if, from such communion with God 
as Moses enjoyed on Mount Sinai, hi* fece 

* Job ir. 10, 
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became luminous, how much greater will be 
the effulgence of those heavenly forms that are 
admitted into " the presence of His glory !" 
" Then shall the righteous shine forth as the 
sun in the kingdom of their Father."* 

"The body is sown in tveakness." We 
speak of strong men, and 'mighty men of 
valour;' that is, when comparing them with 
other men. When compared with what are 
called the ' inferior creatures ' the weakness of 
man is manifest. How often is the ' mighty 
hunter ' reminded of the physical superiority of 
other animals ! How few of them can he 
overtake or overpower by bodily strength 
alone ! How many are at home in elements 
where he is powerless ; eluding his grasp in 
the depths of the sea, or the heights of the air ! 
And does not daily experience furnish proofs 
only too abundant how frail is the mechanism 
of the human frame, and how small a matter 
suffices to injure or derange it ? The most in- 
significant insect, the prick of a pin, or even a 
sudden noise, sometimes proves the cause of 
death ; and in the stoutest and most vigorous 
of these machines some part fails in the course 
of a few years, and motion ceases, f 

* Mat. xiii. 48. 

f As A FLOWER OF THE FIELD SO HE FLOURISHETH, Ps, Cui. 15. 
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" It shall be raised in power" Little can 
we realize the strength of an immortal body ; 
a body which can never experience decay ; 
which no length of duration can impair, and 
which no exertions can injure or fatigue. Yet 
such shall the body be in its glorified state. 
Its strength is now weakness ; its weakness 
shall then be strength. 

"It is sown a natural, that is, an animal 
body." Man has within him an animal soul ; 
and the body he now possesses is every way 
fitted to be its agent and instrument. To the 
intellectual and spiritual nature of man the 
body is a lame and feeble minister, little able 
to meet their demands : to the animal soul it is 
all-sufficient. Indeed, in its main features, it 
is precisely the same with the bodies of inferior 
animals, which have neither the intellectual 
nor the spiritual nature of man. It is com- 
posed of the like materials (flesh and blood) ; 
subject to the same ills (hunger and thirst, 
pain and death) ; maintained in existence by 
the same means (food and rest) ; destined to 
endure for a similar period (a few short years) ; 
and doomed to return to their common original 
(dust). It is the source of all animal appetites 
and passions : it can affect only things that are 

£ 
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« 

gross, and carnal. In short, it is an " animal" 
body. 

It shall be " raised a spiritual body." This 
is regarded by some as the result of the 
aforementioned qualities combined : the bril- 
liant convergence of the three primary colours, 
incorruptibility, power, glory. Certainly, so 
transporting an announcement forms a grand 
and worthy climax to the whole. 

" Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
of God ; neither doth corruption inherit incor- 
ruption." The terms "flesh and blood" and "cor- 
ruption" here do not mean moral corruption ; 
for no one will maintain that that can enter 
heaven. They mean the corruptible elements 
of human nature.* The Apostle's statement 
is, that anything so gross and corruptible as 
the animal part of our nature is quite unfit for 
the atmosphere of heaven. Yet, some have 
gone so far as to say, " Though flesh and blood 
cannot enter heaven, flesh and bones may."f 
If by the terms ' flesh and bones' are intended 

* Forasmuch as the children are partakers of flesh 
and blood he also himself likewise took part of the 
same. Heb. ii. 14. 

t " The Resurrection," by the Rev. S. Cox, p. 229. Also 
Sermons by Dr. Candlish. 
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the solid constituents of the human body, the 
assertion is in direct opposition to the Apostle's 
statement, and there we leave it. If the terms 
mean something quite different from anything 
that we are acquainted with, we may reasonably 
withhold our assent from a proposition that we 
do not understand ; and the more so, inasmuch 
as misconceptions respecting the spiritual body 
can hardly fail to be generated by terms which 
represent only the grossest forms of animal 
matter. 

There seems to be, in the minds of some, 
great repugnance to the loss of their corporal 
density. They cannot entertain the notion 
that the house from heaven will be anything 
less solid than flesh and bones ; just as 
others seem to abhor the idea that they shall 
ever be separated from our little planet ; the 
homely nursery in which they have been 
reared.* But the revelation before us raises 
our aspirations to something higher. A body 
possessed of the attributes already mentioned, 
and in every respect adapted to the require- 
ments of a godlike mind, cannot fall far short 
of the angelic nature. It will at least claim 

* My soul cleavbth to the dust. 
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kindredship with the highest in heaven, and be 
fitted for their society and employments. * 

In using the term " spiritual/' the Apostle 
had in view probably the character and uses of 
the new body, rather than its peculiar consti- 
tution. He does not mean, that the spirit of 
man will be clothed with another purely 
spiritual vehicle as its body, and that one im- 
material nature will be inclosed in another ; 
but rather that the risen body will be in every 
respect a congenial and suitable tenement for 
the spirit ; just as the present body is a con- 
genial and suitable residence for an animal soul. 
It may be said, that in every living member 
of Christ there are two] spirits ;f the higher 
principle derived from union with the second 
Adam, the lower principle derived by descent 
from the first Adam. And, as the present 
body is adapted to the lower nature, and con- 
structed with a view to the requirements of 
animal life ; so the future body will be adapted 
to the higher nature, and constructed for the 
requirements of the spiritual and heavenly life. 

*Thou madest him a little while inferior to the 
angels. Heb. ii. 6. Marginal Reading. 

t Spirit and soul. 1 Thes. v. 28. Soul and spirit. 
Heb. iv. 12. 
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If, as we believe, Angels are invested with 
spiritual bodies ;* we may probably infer, 
from the Scriptural account of these beings, 
what are some of the attributes of spiritual 
bodies generally. They subsist and move in- 
dependently of the laws to which our bodies 
areT subjected. Even the air, which to us is 
the breath of life, they need not, either to sustain 
their existence or their flight ; and they pass 
apparently with equal ease through the etherial 
void between heaven and earth, and through 
the walls of a dungeon, f " They which shall 
be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the 
resurrection from the dead, are equal unto the 

* Oar Lord says of the righteous, that, after the resurrec- 
tion, " they can die no more, for they are equal unto the 
Angels." If Angels are possessed of bodies, the comparison 
here would seem natural and instructive, but just the reverse, 
if they are not. Let the statement be a little expanded. 'The 
righteous in their resurrection-bodies marry no more, neither 
can they die ; for they are no longer partakers of an 
animal and mortal nature, but are equal to the Angels, whose 
bodies are spiritual and immortal.' Here the comparison is 
easy and natural ; but how different the following ! ' The righ- 
teous in their resurrection-bodies can die no more ; for they 
will then be equal to the Angels, who are pure unembodied 
Spirits.' "We should be like to the Angels, rather before 
than after the resurrection, if the Angels had not bodies." 
T. Burnet, D.D. 

+ Dan. ix. 21. Ezek. i. 14. Luke ii. 18. Acts xii. 7. 
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angels, and are the children of God, being the 
children of the resurrection."* Would it be 
unwarrantable to assign to this statement a 
general bearing, as well as the particular one 
for which it was introduced by our Lord ? 
Would it be unwarrantable to infer, that as the 
present body, from its resemblance to the first 
Adam, stands pre-eminent among animal 
bodies on earth ; so the future body,. from its 
resemblance to the second Adam, will shine 
pre-eminent among spiritual bodies in heaven?f 
How animating, how exhilarating the thought, 
that we shall one day be possessed of bodies so 
refined, and endowed with such freedom of 
action ! O ye, who " delight in the law of 
God after the inner mgfci, but yet find another 
law in your members warring against the 
law of your mind, and bringing you into cap- 
tivity;" ye, whose struggles after ' perfect 
freedom' in the service of Christ, seem like the 
efforts of a man dreaming, ever frustrated, ever 
impotent ; what think you of the utter extinc- 

* Luke xx. 85, 86. 
f The first man is of the earth, earthy : The second 
man is the Lord from heaven. And as we have borne 

THE IMAGE OF THE EARTHY, WE SHALL ALSO BEAR THE IMAGE 
OF THE HEAVENLY. 1 Cor. XT. 41, 49, 
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tion of the old Adam, and of the substitution 
of a new man, holy and spiritual in body no 
less than in soul ! What think you of a body 
requiring no earthly sustenance, harbouring no 
animal appetites, and never, by reason of its 
grossness or weakness, proving a hindrance to 
the soul in its pursuit of Divine things ! ' The 
mind is now carnal, the body will then be 
spiritual.' Who can estimate the difference ? 
Who can realize the idea of a body so refined 
and pure, so powerful and agile, as to be no 
longer a clog to the soul, but, on the contrary, 
buoyancy to it ; wings and feet to the happy 
spirit, in scaling angelic heights of holiness 
and bliss ? 



Such then is the grand doctrine revealed to 
us in the Gospel. Our bodies, though dis- 
solved in the earth, shall be raised again ; not 
of the old compound, gross and corruptible, but 
of a refined and heavenly temper. And, great 
as are the changes to which we have referred in 
the animal kingdom, they are really insignifi- 
cant compared with the transformation here 
predicted : a transformation which we see on 
earth nothing at all corresponding to, nor cau 
in any wise picture to our imaginations ; in<- 
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stead of a corrwptihle body an incorruptible ; 
instead of an animal nature a spiritual; instead 
of an earthly image a heavenly. 



It will, however, be naturally objected here, 
' How does such a doctrine agree with the fact, 
that the body of our Lord appeared to be much 
the same after his resurrection that it was 
before V 

Our Lord's body did undoubtedly appear 
much the same, and for a sufficient reason. 
Had any considerable change come over it, 
none of his disciples could have recognised him. 
As it was, they experienced a degree of diffi- 
culty in doing so, and " some doubted " up to 
the hour of his ascension. % But supposing 
this obstacle to have been surmounted, and 
the disciples themselves to have been assured 
of his identity; how would they have estab- 
lished such convictions in the minds of others ?f 
The difficulty of convincing strangers of our 
Lord's resurrection, as it was, seems to have 

* Mat. xxviii. 17. 
t Except I shall see in his hands the print of the 

NAILS, AND PUT MY FINGER INTO THE PRINT OF THE NAILS, AND 
THRUST MY HAND INTO HIS SIDE, I WILL NOT BELIEVE. John 

xx. 25, 
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been almost insuperable. Read the commence- 
ment of this chapter, and then say, whether 
any of the Corinthians would have received 
Christ's resurrection as an article of faith, had 
the Apostles been compelled to admit, that the 
risen body was not the same in appearance 
with the one that was buried. Their testimony, 
startling enough before, would thus have be- 
come wholly incredible. 

There was an imperative necessity, therefore, 
for his rising again in the same form which 
had been suspended on the cross, and laid in 
the sepulchre. Had any considerable change 
taken place in it, none could have testified that 
He, who died for our sins, had risen again for 
our justification ; or, if any had attested it, 
none would have believed their testimony. 

But, if we admit the necessity, in our Lord's 
case, for the re-appearance of his natural body, 
is it reasonable to argue as if no such necessity 
existed ? Is it reasonable to say, ' Behold in 
Christ's risen body the type of all resurrection- 
bodies, and his own in particular ;' when so 
far as we can see, it was not practicable for 
him to appear in any other form ? 

It will be proper, however, to inquire whether 
this view receives confirmation from the sacred 
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narrative. When some doubted the fact of our 
Lord's resurrection, and others, from the sud- 
denness of his appearance amongst them, took 
him for a ghost ; he bade them examine his 
pierced hands and feet and wounded side ; and 
actually handle him themselves, that they 
might be convinced of his personal identity. 
They would see by such scrutiny that he was 
not a mere phantom, but possessed, as before, 
a substantial body of " flesh and bones." As 
these terms must have been employed by him 
in a sense that could be understood, they 
meant the solid constituents of a human being. 
This assurance, together with the evidences of 
their senses, would remove all doubt from the 
disciples' minds. They would now be convinced 
that he was the same, not only in spirit, but in 
body ; not only in appearance, but in reality. * 

We hardly know what stronger proofs could 
be given, that the same human body which 
was laid in the sepulchre was taken up by our 
Lord again. 

It is, however, a fact equally evident, that 
our Lord no longer presented himself to his 

* " Christ did truly rise again from death, and took again 
his body, with flesh, and bones, and all things appertaining to 
the perfection of man's nature." Thirty-nine Articles, 
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disciples in the same way that he had been 
wont to do. Though " seen of them forty days 
after his resurrection/' it was no more as a 
fellow-citizen of this earth. He did not live 
with them. He was seen by them only at in- 
tervals ; and he often appeared in the midst of 
them, and disappeared, more like a spirit than 
a human being.* For, no one can read atten- 
tively the statement of St. John, that Jesus 
appeared suddenly among his disciples again 
and again in a room " where the doors were 
shut," and yet feel satisfied with the interpreta- 
tion, that he opened the door silently by his 
Divine power and so entered. And especially 
when the above account is compared with that 
of St. Luke ; who, in relating the same occur- 
rence, says, that Jesus stood in the midst of 
his disciples so suddenly, that "they were 
terrified and affrighted, supposing that they 
had seen a spirit." There was a reason why 
his risen body should appear and disappear 
after the manner of a spirit ; but no reason, 

* If oar Lord's sudden disappearance when the Jews sought 
to stone him (Jo. viii. 59) was effected by miracle, there was 
evident occasion for one to screen his life from destruction ; 
but there was no similar call for a miracle in the instances 
referred to. 
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that we can see, why he should open the door 
with miraculous silence again and again, and 
effect an entrance while the disciples were not 
looking. * But now comes the difficult ques- 
tion. Seeing that the risen body of the Saviour 
did not differ from its former self, why was it 
manifested to the disciples in a different 
manner ? Especially as this difference could 
only be maintained by repeated miracles ; for 
what purpose were these miracles performed ? 
This end at least would be attained by them. 
They would impress the disciples with very 
different views of their master to what they 
had been accustomed to entertain. For, it 
must be remembered, that along with these 
manifestations, would now be presented to 
their minds for the first time the glorious scene 
on Mount Tabor, f Here, therefore, would be 
a glimpse afforded of the splendor of Christ's 

* ' If it be objected' (Whitby on John xx. 19) * there is an 
absurdity in supposing that flesh and bones should be made 
to penetrate through a door ;' I answer, « Explain how a body of 
such materials can become suddenly invisible, and you will 
have no difficulty in comprehending how the same body should 
make its appearance in a room with closed doors.' 

f Only three were eye-witnesses of the Transfiguration, and 
they were forbidden to speak of it to others, till after their 
Tiord had risen from the dead. Mat. xvii. 9 ; Luke ix. 86, 
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glorious body, simultaneously with another of 
its spiritual nature. And how completely 
would the two together banish from the minds 
of the disciples the natural, but false, impres- 
sion, that in beholding the image of the 
" earthy" they had beheld the image of the 
" heavenly ! " They had known Christ hitherto 
as compassed with the infirmities of the flesh ; 
at one time wearied with his journey, at 
another, asleep in a boat ; and always bearing 
the aspect of a man of sorrows : but they must 
not hold the impression, that this earthly 
tabernacle would be his vesture in heaven. 
The time had arrived when " weakness" and 
"dishonor" must be exchanged for "power" 
and " glory," and the animal body transformed 
into the spiritual ; and of this approaching 
change, these extraordinary manifestations were 
a foreshadowing. They were "signs" of the 
dignity of the person of the second Adam, 
and of what they should become who should 
be made like to him. 

And what is true in this respect, of Christ's 
body, is true of the resurrection-body gen- 
erally. Had our Lord presented himself 
to his disciples after his resurrection pre- 
cisely as he did before, they might well 
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have inferred that the resurrection-body was 
neither more nor less than the natural 
body, and that they beheld in him its exact 
type. But these unusual manifestations would 
remove all ground for such conclusions, 
and prevent the disciples judging of the 
spiritual and heavenly form, by the natural 
and visible. They must not so judge either of 
its appearance or of its nature : for it would 
eventually be clothed with glory, as was indi- 
cated on the holy mount ; and also be free to 
move through any earthly barrier. 

Now, if the fact be established, as we believe 
it to be, that our Lord took again the very 
same body which had been laid in the 
sepulchre, and which had not, like our bodies, 
been doomed to dissolution through the con- 
tamination of sin ; then it is unwarrantable to 
shape our notions of resurrection-bodies by 
what he generally appeared to be. We might 
as reasonably draw conclusions respecting the 
angelic nature, from what the angels who visited 
Abraham and Lot appeared to be : who, in simi- 
lar fashion, walked and talked, and ate and drank, 
and appeared altogether like human beings.* 

* In the sacred history they are called indiscriminately 
" men" and " angels." Gen. xviii. 2, 22 ; six. 10, 12, 15. 
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Moreover, if it would be a rash inference, 
that because angels had appeared in the like- 
ness of men, they could not be possessed of 
spiritual bodies ; so it would be no less rash 
to affirm, that because our Lord manifested 
himself on some occasions after the manner of 
a spirit, he could not be possessed of a human 
body. There was a reason for such exceptional 
manifestations in both cases. Only, the miracle 
was in a manner reversed : in the former in» 
stance, spiritual beings were made to exercise 
the functions of an animal nature ; in the 
latter, an animal nature was made to assume 
the properties of spiritual beings. 

" It was necessary that the body of our Lord 
at his transfiguration, at his appearance after 
his resurrection, at his ascension into heaven, 
at his appearance to Stephen, should preserve 
a resemblance to his human person upon earth, 
because it was by that resemblance alone he 
could be known to his disciples. But this was 
not always necessary, nor continues to be neces- 
sary. Nor is there any sufficient reason to 
suppose, that this resemblance to our present 
bodies will be retained in our future bodies, or 
be at all wanted."* 

* Paley, vol. 6 ; p. 878. 
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Can those writers have weighed the full 
import of their words who say, " The resurrec- 
tion of the Lord from the dead, therefore, 
must surely be held to be the turning point as 
regards the great change which was necessary 
should be effected upon his bodily constitution, 
in order to fit it for the heavenly and eternal 
state. Whatever he is, as to his entire 
humanity, body as well as soul, when he rises 
from the grave, that he continues to be, — the 
same thenceforth and for ever."* From this 
it would appear, that the body of our Lord, 
after his resurrection, was an exhibition, neither 
more nor less, of the spiritual body : and, as 
a necessary consequence, it is maintained, that 
the spiritual body will be composed of flesh 
and bones. That a body of flesh and bones 
without blood might be created so as to look 
and speak like a human being, we can believe ; 
but for what purpose such a body should take 
meat and drink, it is not easy to imagine, f 
Had our Lord, instead of asking for food, 
refused to take it, there would have been some 

* " Life in a Risen Saviour," by Dr. Candlish, p. 262. 
f Htm God raised up the third day, and shewed him to 
US, WHO did eat and drink with him after he rose from 
the dead. Acts x. 41. Luke xxiv. 43. 
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better foundation for the notion that his nature 
had undergone a change. In one sense our 
Lord's body was a spiritual one before no less 
than after his resurrection ; inasmuch as it was 
free from all taint of sin, and was always in 
complete subjection to the spirit. In other 
respects it was no more a spiritual body than 
our own. " He took part of the same flesh 
and blood," and was tried " like as we are" by 
its animal wants and weaknesses ; for " in all 
things it behoved him to be made like unto his 
brethren."* And ample evidence has been 
afforded, that he took up the same human 
body in rising again that he had laid down. 
Probably few would maintain, that the 
"glory" of a body so substantial would 
be altogether invisible. Then is not the in- 
ference most natural ; that as Christ's body 
after its resurrection was not a glorious body 
in appearance, so neither was it in reality ; 
and that as it had not then received its heavenly 
splendor, so neither had it received its heavenly 
organization ? 

" Our Lord's body, after the resurrection, 
seems to have been still ' natural/ ' earthy/ 
It seems probable that in the ascension a 

*Heb. ii. 14, 17. 



66 SECOND PART.. 

change similar to that spoken of (1 Cor. xv. 
51, 52) took place, and the body of humiliation 
was exchanged for the body of glory."* 

As, therefore, on the one hand, we must 
not regard Christ's risen form as a mere 
phantom ; it being necessary that the same 
body should be raised ; so neither, on the 
other, must we regard it as an example 
of the true resurrection-body ; for we can no 
more judge of this latter by any exhibition of 
flesh and bones, than we can judge of "the 
glory of the Only-begotten of the Father," 
by his ordinary appearance as the " Son of 
man." 

Again, St. John writes, " It doth not yet 
appear what we shall be ; but we know that 
when he shall appear, we shall be like him ; 
for we shall see him as he is."f But, if already 
acquainted with Christ's glorious body, should 
he not have said, ' It appears very plainly what 
we shall be ; for we have seen him as he is, 
and we shall be like him V This seems to 
confirm the natural inference, that even the 
manifestation on Mount Tabor was nothing 

* " The Resurrection of Life." J. Brown, D.D., p. 230. 

1 1 John iii. 2. 
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more than such a display of glory as was suited 
to the infirmities of mortal vision.* 

Lastly, St. Paul announces it as a wonderful 
and transporting fact, that "the Lord Jesus shall 
change our vile body into the likeness of his 
glorious body, according to the working where- 
by he is able even to subdue all things unto 
himself." Surely, this would be a most ex- 
travagant mode of expression, and one quite 
foreign to the Apostles style, if the " glorious 
body" here be nothing more than the visible 
form in which the Son of God walked the earth 
after his resurrection. Would it require any 
extraordinary ^certion of creative energy to 
change the bodies, which we already have, into 
a form like that ?f No : we may rest assured 
that it is no slight change, which is announced 

* Some have argued from our Lord's appearance (Rev. 
i. 17.) that the human figure must necessarily he the form 
of his glorified hody : having evidently left out of view the 
most remarkable feature of the vision, namely, the two-edged 
sword proceeding out of his mouth. Besides, if such an in- 
ference he sound from these premises, what must we not infer 
from a still more significant vision, in which our Lord 
appeared in tlw form of a lamb ; and as, in that form, occu- 
pying the throne of God, and receiving the adoration of all 
the hosts of heaven ! Rev. v. 6 — 14. 

f She supposing him to be the gardener. John xx. 15. 
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in such significant terms. The step is a great 
one from earth to heaven ; and it is doubtless 
no less between " the body of our humiliation" 
and " the body of His glory."* It is not said 
that our earthly body shall be made like to 
Christ's earthly body, but to his glorious body ; 
like, not to the form of the man of sorrows, but 
to the form of the King of heaven. 

There are other instances recorded in Scrip- 
ture of persons appearing again who had been 
some time dead. But in relation to all after- 
death appearances, it must be borne in mind, 
that individuals in the condition of disembodied 
spirits must have, not only a visible form pro- 
vided for them, but a form that shall be recog- 
nized as their own. It seems highly improbable 
that the resurrection-body should fulfil either 
of these conditions. We can hardly suppose 
that so refined a nature should be even visible 
to mortal eyes ; and still less that such a nature, 
radiant with the bloom of immortal youth, 
should be recognized by mortal eyes as the form 
of an earthly friend. In one instance we are 
sure that no such figure appeared ; and the in- 
formation there given may serve as a key to all 

* Philip, iii. 21. See the original. 
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the rest.* Doubtless, not Samuel only, but 
Moses and Elijah, though encircled with a halo 
of glory, and also the "many Saints," who 
started from their graves on the rising of the 
Prince of life, each and all were clad in such a 
form, whether old or young, and even in such 
apparel, as was familiar to the minds of those 
to whom they appeared.f From such ap- 
paritions, therefore, no inference whatever can 
be deduced as to the form or nature of the true 
resurrection -body. 



, Again, it may be asked, ' Is it probable that 
the children of the resurrection will be able to 
recognize one another in bodies so greatly 
changed V— It seems strange how a doubt on 
this point could ever have arisen : as if 
superior beings should require the organs of 
animal bodies in order to recognize one another ; 
or as if the powers of discernment pertaining to 
spiritual bodies should be less perfect than 
those of inferior natures ! Surely, the know- 

* What form is he of ? and she said, an old man 
cometh up, and he is covered with a mantle. and saul 
perceived that it was samuel. 1 sam. xxvu1. 14. 

f Mat. xxvii, 52. 
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ledge of each other possessed by the " saints 
in light" will be far more intimate and com- 
plete than that possessed by saints on earth. 
What if the spiritual body should be an im- 
personation of the character ; the moral and 
intellectual image being as distinctly visible as 
the bodily features are now ! " Now (in our 
animal bodies) we see through a glass darkly ; 
but then (in our spiritual bodies) we shall see 
face to face, and know even as we are known."** 



It may be asked, again, ' Must we not infer 
from the above premises, that the resurrection 
body will differ from the present one even in 
external form ? 9 This certainly appears to be 
the natural inference ; nor do we see how the 
opposite position, namely, that the form of the 
body will remain unchanged, can be main- 
tained without some concession. Of human 
bodies as at present constituted, the symmetry 
and beauty of by far the greater number are 
marred by something redundant or deficient ; 
blemishes which cannot be perpetuated in the 
heavenly life. Not that we suppose all bodies 
will be precisely of one pattern ; but simply, 

* 1 Corxn. xiii. 12. 
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that "when that which is perfect is come/' 
there will be no lack of symmetry or beauty 
in any of Christ's members. For the same 
reason we may suppose, that in the risen body 
there will be an omission of, what are called in 
Scripture, " our uncomely parts :" an omission 
which may render some further modification of 
figure necessary, lest it should appear to us 
who have known it in its integrity, a mutilated 
form. But when we contemplate such altera- 
tions as these, do they not appear to us more 
like the piecemeal performances of man, in the 
repairing of some defective structure, than the 
original and perfect work of the only wise Arti- 
ficer ? Let us turn again to his operations in 
the field of Providence ; that mute but instruc- 
tive agency so often referred to by our Lord and 
the inspired writers ; and, inattention to which, 
brought upon the philosopher of old so severe 
a rebuke.* The graceful plant of wheat, 
though it may be claimed by the bare grain as 
" his own body," is nevertheless as different a 
body in form as can well be imagined. And 
the like may be said of the changes which take 
place daily among thousands of species in the 
animal kingdom. For, in all these instances, 

* Thou Fool, 



72 FIRST PART, 

the metamorphoses are complete. There is no 
appearance here of patchwork ; no partial ac- 
commodation of an old figure to suit a new 
condition. The butterfly, the dragonfly, the 
beetle ; is not the larva, that is, an unsightly 
grub, with merely the addition of wings ; but 
an original, symmetrical, and beautiful form ; 
a form, too, admirably adapted in every the 
minutest particular to its new circumstances. 
From such illustrations it seems an unavoid- 
able inference ; not only that the body of every 
creature is exactly and evidently fitted to the 
condition in which it is placed ; but that when 
the condition changes the form changes too ; 
and that in every transition from a lower con- 
dition to a higher, the creature is invested with 
a body, both more perfectly organized, and 
more beautifully modelled. For, this being the 
established order in the lower walks of crea- 
tion ; an improvement in form ever accompa- 
nying an improvement in condition ; how much 
more would such a law seem to be imperative 
in the higher ! If the work of Providence be 
so thorough and complete in these minor ad- 
justments, how much more in the major! Now, 
our corporeal senses and powers are all exactly 
suited to the requirements of animal existence, 
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and to the gross forms of matter among which 
we live ; and for the exercise of these bodily 
functions of course the bodily form has been 
constructed, and its outline determined : in- 
deed, the great bulk of the human body is 
made up of organs constructed for the reception 
and assimilation of food, together with a bony 
framework designed for their safe custody and 
carriage. But, does it seem probable, that such 
animal appurtenances as arms and legs, lungs 
and intestines, should determine the figure of 
the spiritual body, or compose the form best 
adapted for the exercise of its powers ; or that 
what constitutes symmetry and beauty in an 
animal figure that must live and move upon 
the ground like the beasts of the field, will con- 
stitute also the perfection of a figure, which has 
no animal functions, and is not dependent on 
material support ? That animal life, by which 
the present body is tenanted, and for which it 
was organized, will in the resurrection-body 
exist no more. And, would it not be strange, 
if in the new body, organized with a view to 
spiritual life only, the whole machinery for the 
maintenance of animal life were to be recon- 
structed ? The flame being extinguished, will 
the feeding pipes, now empty channels, be re- 
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formed ?* If in the earthly body there be no 
part redundant or useless, will there be any in 
the heavenly ? 

It seems, therefore, the most reasonable con- 
clusion, that the changes predicted of the new 
body relate no less to its. external form than to 
its organization. " Thou sowest not that body 
that shall be." "We have borne the image of the 
earthy ; we shall also bear the image of the 
heavenly." " In the resurrection they neither 
marry nor are given in marriage, but are as the 
Angels of God in heaven." " It doth not yet 
appear what we shall be." 

If any think that the frequent appearance of 
Angels in human form seems to militate against 
the foregoing view, let him consider what shape 
it would be practicable for Angels to assume ; 
their own natures being invisible to mortal 
eyes ; and their appearances even in human 
form being always sufficiently alarming, f 

However, we need not dwell upon this as a 
matter of primary moment ; for, where so much 

♦Meats fob the belly, and the belly fob meats ; but 
God shall destroy (abolish) both it and them. 1 Cor. 
vi. 18. 

| The Anoel said to Zacharias, Feab not. Luke i. 18 
To Mary, Feab not. Lnke i. 80. To the Shepherds, Feab 
not, Luke ii. 10. To the Women, Feab not. Mat. xxviii. 5. 
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has been clearly revealed, we may willingly 
leave subordinate points to be determined by 
the event. 



Once more : It may be objected, ' If the 
future body differ so greatly from the present 
one, both in organization and appearance, how 
can it in any sense be called the same ; how 
can their identity be maintained ? — The diffi- 
culty here is rendered greater by our confound- 
ing with < personal identity ' what does not 
necessarily belong to it. We inconsiderately 
assume that it implies, if not sameness of 
appearance between two bodies, at least same- 
ness of their component particles. But, how 
is personal identity preserved through the 
different stages of human life ? Not by like- 
ness ; for the bearded man bears no very 
striking resemblance to the new-born babe ; nor 
by sameness of particles ; for there is not, it is 
supposed, a single molecule of matter, which 
belonged to the infant, remaining in the adult. 
But though in the adult there be an entirely 
new body, and one bearing no manifest 
resemblance to the infant, there undoubtedly 
exists identity of person. Nay, you cannot 
but admit identity of being, even between the 
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microscopic worm that issues from the egg of 
the butterfly, and the perfectly developed 
insect ; though there be neither a shadow of 
resemblance, nor a particle of matter, common 
to the two. On what then does personal iden- 
tity depend ? In every living animal there is 
a continual change taking place in its bodily 
composition. Are we to suppose that identity 
is maintained from day to day by the outgoing 
particles transferring to the incoming ones their 
corporate rights? If so, how much time is 
requisite for the transfer ? Suppose that the 
perfect insect were developed from the egg in 
a single night ; all the intermediate changes of 
form and particles having taken place as before, 
only with greater rapidity ; would there still 
exist identity between the worm and the 
butterfly ? Or suppose that, like the figures 
in a kaleidoscope, the changes were to be 
effected in a moment of time, would identity 
then be maintained ? Who can say that it 
would not ? Who will affirm that in the mere 
rapidity of the changes identity would be lost ? 
If, then, it be possible for a body to undergo 
an entire change of all its constituent particles, 
as well as an entire change of form, without 
losing its identity : who will maintain that He 
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who preserves this mysterious principle through 
the gradual changes of animal life, cannot pre- 
serve it through the instantaneous change 
which will take place in the resurrection \ Or, 
rather, who will venture to say, how different, 
both in appearance and in substance, it is pos- 
sible for the risen body to be, while still retain- 
ing its identity ? 

" Vast as the change must be, between our 
present and our future bodies, as to their sub- 
stance, their nature, or their form, it will not 
hinder us from remaining the same, any more 
than the alterations which our bodies undergo 
in this life hinder us from remaining the same. 
We know within ourselves that we are the 
same, and that is sufficient ; and this knowledge 
or consciousness we shall rise with from the 
grave, whatever be the bodies with which we 
be clothed."* 

The stately plant of wheat, though a very 
different body from the "naked grain," has 
nevertheless sprung out of it, and is in some 
sense the same body. There is here both a 
difference and a sameness : a difference, in that 
the new body is very unlike and vastly 
superior to the old one ; and a sameness, in that 
. ' * Palbx, vpl, ri. p. 872. 
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it has preserved, not its original particles, but 
its own peculiar characteristics. It is not a 
plant of barley, or of rye, that has sprung up, 
but a plant of wheat. And notwithstanding the 
almost infinite variety of vegetable forms, every 
seed on rising again appears in "its own body;" 
not the form of bare grain, but the new form 
that God has given it. And, cannot the Author 
of the resurrection give to every soul its own 
body ; preserving, it may be, the individual 
characteristics of the one that has decayed, yet 
without re-producing either the original form, 
or its numerical particles ? 

What traces of the old form will be visible 
in the new ; or, more properly speaking, in 
what degree the present body is conformed to 
the future, we cannot tell or even imagine ; 
but we are led by the analogies of nature to 
think that such correspondence is highly pro- 
bable. Vast as is the difference between the 
bare grain and the perfect plant, the form of 
the grain is nevertheless discernible in the ear, 
thus imparting its character to the whole body : 
insomuch that it may be seen at a glance 
whether the form be that of wheat or of some 
other plant. And vast as is the difference 
between the form of the larva and of the butter- 
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fly, there is nevertheless a correspondence 
between them : the latter being the true image 
of the insect, to which the body of the former 
becomes daily more and more conformed. And 
this correspondence, though hidden from ordi- 
nary view by the outer vestment indispensable 
to larva-life, is evident enough to the anatomist 
who looks beneath the surface. So, the form 
of the immortal body may not be far to seek ; 
and possibly it may be hidden from our view 
by the external configuration of an animal 
nature.* Be this as it may, if the future body 
be a spiritual one in this sense, that it is an 
exact index or impersonation of the spirit 
within ; then, just as the daily life of the larva 
is advancing it towards maturity, by nurturing 
in it a resemblance to the body that is to be ; 

* It would seem thai the expressions, " This mortal must 
put on immortality, &c," must not be construed too literally ; 
as if the mortal body were to be encased in an immortal exte- 
rior. When we are enjoined to "put on Christ," it is not 
intended that we should put on the beauties of his character 
along with our own deformities, but in the place of them ; that 
we should " put off the old man " and so " put on the new." 
In like manner, the object of our being " clothed upon " with 
immortality is, " that mortality might be swallowed up of life," 
and altogether disappear ; just as death will disappear when 
" swallowed up in victory." 
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so the daily life of the Christian, by constantly 
advancing him to a more perfect man in Christ, 
is maturing in him ' 4 the image of the heavenly." 
Doubtless every individual in the future world 
will be clothed with glory, in proportion to the 
measure in . which he has " put on Christ," 
and attained resemblance to the second Adam. 
And in this respect at least there will be a 
correspondence, namely, between the body and 
the character. God is training his children to 
varied degrees of perfection, and in the end 
will give to each individual his own body ; the 
body that befits his character :* just as he gives 
to every seed on rising from the ground the 
body that suits the character of the seed ; the 
body that he had previously ordained for it to 
appear in. 

Another different but no less instructive lesson 
may be gathered from the analogies of insect 
transformations. The butterfly is the very same 
creature which, but a few weeks before, appeared 
as a caterpillar. Yet, look again at this little 
child of the sun. Behold it one moment flitting 
through the air with reckless speed, and the 

* " That he might make known the riches of his glory on 
the vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory." 
— Bom. is. 28. 
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next poised upon a flower, and unfolding its 
charms to the eye of heaven ; now exulting in 
its newly acquired powers, and now displaying 
its beauty : and will you affirm that this is 
the same body which, but a little before, was 
cleaving to the dust in the form of a worm ! 
Surely, it is a very different and more excellent 
body ; its form more elaborate and elegant ; 
its vesture more rich and beautiful ; its organs 
more complete ; its enjoyments more varied 
and elevated. It is altogether a more perfect 
nature ; it has risen in the scale of being. But, 
however great the change which has passed 
upon it, there is nothing here but the identical 
matter which constituted the body of a sluggish 
worm, and was still more recently entombed 
as a motionless corpse. Not a particle of fresh 
material has been added to it. It is nothing 
more than the original grub raised again in a 
new figure. Now, when we contemplate such 
operations as these ; when we behold creatures 
of exquisite form and of the most lovely hues, 
and that in infinite variety, produced from 
seeds and eggs little bigger than a grain of 
sand, how inconsiderate becomes the objection, 
" What can be raised from a handful of dust !" 
Why, truly, the most brilliant objects upon 

a 
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earth ; insects, flowers, precious stones, and 
even the human body itself, with its various 
and delicate organisms, are but other forms of 
the dust of the earth ; re-constructed by the 
hand of Him who can fashion all things accord- 
ing to his pleasure. So that if it be necessary 
that the elements of our present bodies, or any 
portion of them, should enter into the com-- 
position of the resurrection- body, we learn 
from these examples of his wonder-working 
energy, that such transformations of matter as 
are to us inconceivable, are nevertheless possible 
to the Almighty : and we may surely infer, 
that if the changes hourly occurring in the 
most insignificant creatures, and in the ordinary 
course of his providence, be so interesting and 
astonishing, how much more so will be the 
transformations in the bodies of his own chil- 
dren, on the occasion of that most extra- 
ordinary manifestation of his power, the 
resurrection of the dead ! What variety, what 
beauty, what glory, will there not be exhibited 
in these sons of light, when arrayed in their 
new and immortal vestments on the morning 
of the eternal Sabbath I* 

* Consider the lilies. If God so clothe the grass op 
the field, shall he not much more clothe you, ye of 
little faith ? Mat. vi. 28, 80. 
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Having thus endeavoured, in conformity 
with the Apostle's example,- to answer all 
reasonable objections, I will return to the 
main subject. And, taking a comprehensive 
view of the revelation here given us, how 
worthy is it of a place among " the oracles of 
God !" The ' resurrection of the body' was a 
doctrine not to be named amongst the ancient 
Sages. Be it so.* But though, like its Divine 
Author, " a stone refused of the builders," it 
has become a graceful and noble column in the 
edifice of infallible truth ; and, till time shall 
be no more, a fundamental and precious article 
of the Christian faith.f Only collect the 
several items here revealed ; bring the separate 
rays into one focus, and how brilliant the image 
which they present : but, not so brilliant as 
to be out of harmony with other portions of 
the Christian scheme. In the great day all 
true disciples shall be publicly adopted as the 
children of God ; and, shall their appearance 
be such as to degrade that high relation ! 
They are the members of Christ's mystical 
body ; and shall they not be endued with an 

* Hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this 
world ? 1 Cor. i. 20. 

t ' I believe in the resurrectioa of the body.' 
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excellency of form befitting their glorious 
Head ! As " heirs of God, and joint-heirs 
with Christ, all things are theirs ;" and shall 
there be no correspondence between their own 
endowments and the matchless glory of their 
inheritance ! Well might one, looking for such 
things, and realizing their magnitude through 
the power of faith, exclaim, "We, who have 
the first-fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves 
groan within ourselves ; waiting for the adop- 
tion, to wit, the redemption of our body."* 
And no wonder that he should represent the 
whole creation as stretching forth the neck in 
eager expectation, impatient for the arrival of 
that glorious period when the long-promised 
manifestation shall be made of the sons of 
God.f 



There is one point, in conclusion, which has 
not been named, but which must not be over- 
looked, namely, that all which is spoken in this 
chapter respecting the rising again of the dead, 
is spoken in reference to the living members of 
Christ; and that neither St. Paul, nor any 
inspired writer, has given us any description 
of the future bodies of the impenitent. It is 
* Bom. viii. 28. f Kom, viii. 19. 
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merely declared, that there shall be a resurrec- 
tion of the unjust, as well as of the just ; and 
our Lord distinguishes the two by the terribly 
significant terms, " a resurrection to life, and a 
resurrection to damnation." Possibly the 
statement in the book of Daniel, that of those 
who " sleep in the dust of the earth, some shall 
awake to everlasting life, and some to shame 
and everlasting contempt,"* may be taken 
to imply that as the bodies of the godly will 
undergo a change for the better, befitting the 
dignity of their illustrious state, so the bodies 
of the ungodly, though raised imperishable, 
will undergo a change for the worse, suitable 
to their inheritance of degradation and misery. 
Of this at least we are sure, that God will put 
a crown of glory on the head of his own 
children, and also " clothe his enemies with 
shame." 

What an alternative is thus set before us I 
A crown of "glory and honor," or " shame and 
everlasting contempt !" A resurrection to life, 
or a resurrection to damnation ! Can any con- 
template such an alternative in a serious mood, 
and not instantly determine to secure the one 
and escape the other ? If it be asked, how is 

* Dan. xii. 2. 
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this to be accomplished ? I answer, only by 
personal application to Him who is a the Re- 
surrection and the Life." If we fail of being 
raised again to life everlasting, our Lord has 
forewarned us of the reason in terms which 
cannot be mistaken : " Ye will not come to me, 
that ye might have life." "The Son quickeneth 
whom He will ;" and the life he now bestows is 
the germ and pledge of the life which will 
never end. As by natural connexion with the 
first Adam all are partakers of sin and death ; 
so by spiritual union only with the second 
Adam can we be made partakers of righteous- 
ness and life. Indeed, we cannot really aim at 
life and immortality ; we cannot set our faces 
steadfastly towards heaven, without feeling, that 
to meet the difficulties of such a journey we need 
the help of One who is in every way a Saviour ; 
One, of more than human tenderness and 
sympathy, and yet Almighty and Ever-present. 
And this conviction will bring us to Christ in 
humble efforts to pray and believe ; and even- 
tually teach us to live upon him as " the bread 
of life," and as the Author and Finisher of our 
salvation. It will cause us to become earnest 
supplicants for his life-giving Spirit ; that by 
his Divine energy we may be raised at once 
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c from the death of sin to the life of righteous- 
ness ;' * the only sure and certain pledge that 
we shall hereafter be raised to reign with him 
in life everlasting. " They that have done 
good ;" theirs is the resurrection to life. What 
a comprehensive description ! It includes the 
lowest stations in life, and the humblest work- 
ers, equally with the highest and most impor- 
tant. It was to servants, and even to slaves, 
that the promise was given, " Whatsoever good 
thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive 
of the Lord, whether he be bond or free," that 
is, ' whether he be a slave or a freeman/ And 
this was their encouragement to do well ; they 
were to consider themselves the servants of 
Christ, rather than of man, and all their earthly 
service as rendered to Him : a master worthy 
of the best that they could offer, and sure to 
reward it amply. So that none are excluded 
from the grand distinction above-named : it is 
within the reach of the slave no less than of the 
monarch. Be our station in life what it may ; if 
only we are serving him who is "Lord of all," we 
shall stand in our lot at the end of the days 
amongst " them that have done good." Indeed, 
every spiritual effort, every denial of our carnal 

* See Prayer in the Burial Service. 
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propensities, every victory over our natural 
selfishness ; the smallest act of Christian 
kindness ;* nay, even the commonest duty of 
daily life, if faithfully discharged under a 
sense of our obligations to Christ, is essen- 
tially a "good thing," and therefore sure of 
a gracious recompence. For, every such 
exercise, by strengthening and developing "the 
divine nature" within us, is enlarging our 
capacity for future felicity. It is the appointed 
method, too, by which the precious jewel 
within is refined and brightened, and thus 
fitted for a more glorious setting ; or in other 
words, it is the preparation for a " better resur- 
rection." And such is the practical issue 
to which the Apostle conducts his readers 
at the close of this noble chapter : "wherefore, 
my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, im- 
moveable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord ; forasmuch as ye know that your 
labour is not in vain in the lord." 



* Whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these 
little ones a cup op cold water only, in the name op a 
disciple, (that is, because he belongs to Christ,) verily i say 

UNTO YOU, HE SHALL IN NO WISE LOSE HIS REWARD. Compare 

Mat. x. 42 with Mark ix. 41. 
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1 Cobin. ii. 9. 

EYE HATH NOT SEEN, NOB EAR HEARD, NEITHER 
HAVE ENTERED INTO THE HEART OF MAN, THE THINGS 
WHICH GOD HATH PREPARED FOR THEM THAT LOVE 
HIM: BUT GOD HATH REVEALED THEM UNTO US BY 
HIS SPIRIT. 

The quotation here made from the book of 
Isaiah, the Apostle applies to the great dis- 
coveries of the Christian dispensation. The 
facts and truths exhibited by Christ to the 
world, were such as had never entered into the 
thoughts of men. We have already seen this 
verified in a portion of the revelation ; and we 
shall find it no less true in relation to the point 
now before us, namely, 

The future destiny of the perfected saint, 
after the re-union of body and soul. 

Many seem to be unconscious that Christ by 
his gospel has thrown any extraordinary light 
upon the future being of man. They are 
unaware, apparently, that this is included 
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among " the things which God hath prepared 
for them that love him ;" and which have been 
" revealed to us by his Spirit." 

Others seem to think that particular inquiry 
into this department of sacred truth is not a 
very profitable employment. It is well if none 
of their studies are directed to a lessprofitable 
end, or are less calculated to refine and elevate 
the mind. If God has made known to us 
things, which could not be discovered by human 
reason, they ought unquestionably to be in- 
teresting to us, and must be important. But 
it is only by inquiry and reflexion, that we can 
ever become acquainted with them sufficiently 
to feel their importance. Our acquaintance with 
them at best must be very limited. Though 
immortality has been " brought to light," it is 
still a "glory to be revealed." But, a little 
information is incomparably better than none. 
And until we have some knowledge, not only 
of the terms " glory and happiness," but also of 
the things represented by them, we cannot 
"look" at the things unseen, and much less " set 
our affections," (literally our "mind,") "on 
things above."* For, as the influences of the 
sun are diminished, when his beams are ob- 

* Colos. iii. 2 ; marginal reading. 
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structed by a mist, so if the glory of heaven 
be obscured by ignorance, " the powers of the 
world to come" are in like manner impaired. 
In bringing life and immortality to "light," it is 
evidently the design of Christ that is followers 
should have a definite object set before them, 
and that the outlines, at least, of the prize that 
awaits the conqueror, should be clearly seen in 
all their incomparable grandeur. And especially 
since the world, ever progressing in refinement 
and luxury, and all that makes life enjoyable, 
is daily becoming more attractive ; there is the 
more need that the " glory which excelleth" 
should be justly appreciated. 

Let us not, however, fall into the mistake, 
that such revelations are intended to furnish 
us with a garden of delights, where we may 
dream away life in visions of future bliss. 
Christ's object is, not to render life upon earth 
a rest, but the very opposite, a pilgrimage. He 
would have his people filled with joy, but it is 
the joy of hope rather than of present acqui- 
sition. The revelation of the glorious prize, 
therefore, is to be, not an opiate, but a stimu- 
lant ; an inducement to us to renew our efforts ; 
to grasp more determinedly the pilgrim's staff, 
and set our faces Zionward. 
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Let us offer the petition, that He who has 
revealed these precious truths in his word, may 
also reveal them within our souls, that we may 
contemplate immortality, not for a moment as 
the gleam of some passing meteor, but habit- 
ually, as the Pole-star of our lives. 



On quitting its earthly tenement, the spirit 
will return to God who gave it : ' with whom 
the souls of the faithful, after that they are 
delivered from the burden of the flesh, are in 
joy and felicity/* Beyond this we have no 
information concerning the state of the departed 
spirit, till the period arrive for its union with 
the resurrection-body. Having then, in the 
fullest sense, entered upon life and immortality, 
its condition will be complete. Not that the 
glory conferred upon every individual will be 
the same in degree ; but that every vessel, 
whatever its capacity, will be filled. As a 
small mirror reflects the sun no less correctly 
than a large one, though not on so grand a 
scale; so every "spirit of the just made perfect" 
will, according to its measure, afford an exact 
reflexion of the "Sun of righteousness." Neither 

* Burial Service. Philip, i. 28. 
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must we infer that, because perfection is attained 
by the inmates of heaven, they are incapable 
of advancement. A grain of pure gold may 
be incapable of further refinement, and yet 
capable of indefinite enlargement. So the know- 
ledge and happiness of every glorified spirit 
may be perfect in their kind, and yet capable 
of indefinite increase. Now, the blessedness 
of Immortals will be promoted by many cir- 
cumstances of which the following seem 
especially to be noted. 

Their residence will be heaven. 

Of this invisible state all our knowledge is 
derived from the Bible. It is there described 
in a variety of ways, sometimes negatively, as 
an exemption from all the defects and evils of 
our present state : no sin, no pain, no death ; 
no scorching sun, no piercing cold ; no night 
(the emblem of insecurity and adversity) no 
sea (the emblem of instability and disquiet) : 
in fact as a new universe ("heavens and earth"), 
from which all the troubles of the former state 
will be excluded.* Though this is not the fairest 
view of heaven, how fondly do our thoughts 
cling to it ! and very naturally. So many and 
grievous are the ills of our present condition, 

* Rev. xxi. 4. 
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that complete deliverance from them seems 
almost as grand a notion of happiness as our 
minds can grasp : just as a captive, during a 
long imprisonment, imagines all the joys of 
life to be comprised in deliverance from his 
dreary cell. 



Again : heaven is described figuratively ; 
and that in the brightest hues of Eastern 
imagery. For example, it is portrayed as a 
"city" of surpassing richness and beauty; " pre- 
pared as a bride adorned for her husband ;"* 
a city whose streets are of gold, her gates 
of pearl, and her walls of precious stones. 
Sometimes at the close of a summers day, you 
have seen in the western horizon a semblance 
of palaces and towers, glowing like transparent 
gold, in the effulgence of an invisible sun. Such 
was the vision of this supernal city, suspended 
in mid-air before the eye of the Apostle. " Its 
light was like unto a stone most precious." 
External illumination it had no need of: for 
the throne of God and of the Lamb was in it ; 
and it was radiant with uncreated glory. Into 
this holy of holies nothing can enter that 
defileth, or that worketh abomination, or that 

* Rev. xxi. 2—20. 
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maketh a lie ; none but those who have 
" washed their robes and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb."* And as its unsullied 
streets can never be tarnished by human guilt, 
so neither can they be saddened by human woe. 
No train of mourners can appear there, nor 
spectacles of misery ; not even the jaded forms 
of the sons of toil. The feverish din of Earth, 
with all her restless strife, and sighs, and groans, 
is hushed for ever. There reigns a perpetual 
Sabbath, an everlasting holiday ; and not even 
the shadow of evil can bedim those golden 
palaces. 

Oh, were I there ! where all the air 

With lovely sounds is ringing ; 
Where the saints are evermore, 

• Holy, Holy,' singing !f 



Many other figurative expressions are em- 
ployed to describe the joys of Immortals ; such 
as eating the fruits of the tree of life ; quench- 
ing thirst at living fountains ; playing on golden 
harps ; singing choruses in grand unison ; bear- 
ing the palms of victory. But however useful, 
or even indispensable, such metaphors may be, 
in assisting us to speak of heaven, we must 

* Rev. vii. 14. 
f Hymn 22. Church Psalter and Hymn-Book. 
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bear in mind that they are figures, and must 
no more interpret them literally than we do the 
description of heaven as a city of gold. Of a 
state of things suited to the enjoyments and 
occupations of spiritual natures, we can form 
only the most vague and general conceptions. 

Having had no experience or acquaintance with 

• 

such a state, any particular description of it 
would be wholy unintelligible to us.* And 
it is with the view of raising our ideas con- 
cerning it that the things which excite our 
admiration, or minister to our enjoyment upon 
earth, are employed as " figures of the true" 
happiness. 



There are general descriptions of heaven in 
plainer terms. 

" In my Father's house are many mansions ; 
I go to prepare a place for you." He, who gave 
utterance to these words, was the Designer and 
Creator of all things. Can it be any ordinary 
mansion which he thus announces himself to 
be preparing ? The company for whom he is 
preparing it are the purchase of his own suffer- 

* If I HAVE TOLD YOU EABTHLY THINGS, AND YE BELIEVE NOT, 
HOW SHALL YE BELIEVE IF I TELL YOU OF HEAVENLY THINGS ? 

John iii. 12. 
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ings ; the flock for whom the Shepherd laid 
down his life. Can any ordinary accommoda- 
tion be deemed suitable for those, who have 
thus become the most precious to him of all 
his creatures ? It will be, in fact, the abode 
of Christ himself, the Heir of all things. " If 
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and receive you unto myself, that where 
I am, there ye may be also." " Father, I will, 
that they also whom thou hast given me, be 
with me where I am ; that they may behold 
my glory which thou hast given me : and the 
glory which thou gavest me, I have given 
theni."* 

In similar terms Heaven is described as the 
kingdom of God, and the throne of God ; and 
its favoured inmates as being in his immediate 
presence ; " seeing him as he is, and knowing 
even as they are known."f 

The full significance of such expressions we 
know not. Nor do we even know how mean 
our conceptions are on such a subject. For, 
who can form the least notion of the revelation 

* John xiv. 2, 8 ; and 22, 24. 
f Much of the general treatment of the subject here was 
suggested by the essays in Dtoight'g Theology ; an extensive 
mine too little explored by Students in divinity. 

H 
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of God's presence ; "the presence of his glory?"* 
We cannot even form an idea of the majesty 
of an Archangel.f But, though we know not 
in what way the Father of spirits can reveal 
himself to other spirits, the expressions cer- 
tainly imply more than any manifestation of 
himself through his works. In our present 
condition we can see something of God in this 
way, but no mortal hath seen his face, nor can 
see it4 To spirits like ours, embedded in flesh 
and blood, the immediate vision of God is im- 
possible. As the man born blind had no con- 
ception, till our Lord had opened his eyes, of 
the radiance of the sun, or of the beauty of the 
natural world ; so neither can we, till the 
mask of clay is laid aside, form any notion of 
the glory of God, or of the spiritual and in- 
visible world.§ It is the privilege of Immortals 

* JUDB Xxiv. 

f I SAW ANOTHER ANGEL GOME DOWN PROM HEAVEN, HAVING 
GREAT POWER, AND THE EARTH WAS LIGHTENED WITH HIS 

glory. Rev. xviii. 1. 

I John i. 18 ; and Tim. vi. 16. 
§ For now we see through a glass darkly ; but then 
face to face. 1 Cor. xiii. 12. — " Suppose a torch enclosed 
in a eell of earth, in the midst of ten thousand thousand 
torches that shine at large in a spacious amphitheatre. While 
it is enclosed, its beams strike only on the walls ci its own 
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to see God's face and live. It may be that we 
have experienced the fulfilment of that promise, 
" Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to 
you ;"* then that illumination of the inner 
man, that internal glow, was but a slender ray 
from the invisible luminary, whose effulgence is 
unveiled in heaven.f 

The knowledge of God vouchsafed to the 
inhabitants of heaven is here represented as 
unlimited. Undoubtedly, one grand source of 
such knowledge is his works ; the productions 
of creation ; the operations of Providence. 
The wonderful gradation of organic beings, 
from the living atom to intelligent man, ex- 
hibits, even in our own little planet, something 

cell, and it has no communication with those without. But 
let this cell fall down at once, and the torch that moment 
has full communication with all those ten thousands ; it shines 
as freely as they do, and receives and gives assistance to all 
of them, and joins to add glory to that illustrious place." 
Phil. Essays by Br. Watts, p. 181. To this apt simile, by 
the friend of our childhood, we might add, that as variety and 
brilliancy are imparted to our lights by encasing them in trans- 
parencies of crystal, so will the glory and beauty of these 
heavenly constellations be enhanced by the investiture of 
spiritual bodies. 

* James iv. 8. John xiv. 21, 23. 
f Thou shalt make me full of joy with thy coun- 
tenance. Acts ii. 28. 
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of the variety and multiplicity of God's crea- 
tions. And perhaps in the innumerable worlds 
that throng the expanse of immensity, a similar 
though higher gradation may obtain ; starting 
with the intelligence of man, and sweeping 
upwards to the attributes of an Archangel. At 
all events, the works of creation, in their end- 
less multiplicity and variety, their incomparable 
beauty and grandeur, cannot fail to present a 
field of unsearchable riches for the study of 
intelligent beings.* 

Co-extensive with these glorious productions, 
and inseparably connected with them, is the 
agency of Providence : that wonderful admin- 
istration, by which all the hosts that God's 
hand has formed are upheld in existence ; 
supplied with all needful good ; treated with 
dispensations as various as their respective 
faculties, and carried forward with uninter- 
mitting progress towards the great end of 
their creation, f Who would not stand by and 
contemplate the course of this fertilizing 
stream ; its mighty volume, its movements and 

* The works of the Lord are great, sought out by all 

THEM THAT HAVE PLEASURE THEREIN. Ps. Cxi. 2. 

. f These all wait upon thee. Thou openest thine 

HAND, THEY ABE FILLED WITH GOOD. Ps. civ. 27, 28, 
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counter-movements ; its minute and endless 
ramifications ? Who would not wish to retrace, 
by the light of heaven, his own former pilgrim- 
age upon earth ; as well as that of his fellow- 
Christians ; the more fully to " understand the 
lovingkindness of the Lord?" The most 
brilliant effects are produced by contrast. 
And who can say how vividly this chequered 
earthly scene, with its lingering clouds and 
transitory gleams of light, may be pre- 
sented to the view, when the mind is freed 
from the trammels of the flesh and reno- 
vated with immortal vigour? Our restless 
experience, in which man ' never continueth in 
one stay/ with all its hardships, dangers, and 
sorrows, may then be realized by the spirit in 
a way that we cannot now imagine ; but in a 
way that will render the rest, and security, and 
serenity of heaven inexpressibly grateful. In- 
deed, the whole of God's dealing with man as 
a fallible and as a fallen creature ; the develop- 
ment of that wondrous scheme for the restora- 
tion of an apostate race, will supply, both to us 
and to higher intelligences, a study more 
interesting and instructive than perhaps all 
other acts of Providence put together/"" For, 

* Which things the angels desire to look into. 
1 Peter i. 12. 
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herein are combined the richest display of 
beneficence and the master-piece of Divine 
wisdom ; a demonstration, in fact, of the per- 
fections of the Almighty, such is not to be 
found elsewhere : for the glory of God as seen 
in the face of Jesus Christ outshines all other 
exhibitions of it.* Nay, it would seem to be 
for the express purpose of this exhibition, that 
the material universe was called into being : 
" God having created all things by Jesus 
Christ, to the intent, that now unto the Prin- 
cipalities and Powers in heavenly places might 
be known by the Church, the manifold wisdom 
of God."f In the operations of Providence, 
therefore, no less than of Creation, a most com- 
prehensive and instructive study will be pre- 
sented to all finite minds. With what a depth 
of feeling will the ascription then be uttered, 
which now falls so tamely from our lips, 
" Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever !" For, sceptical 
philosophy, with its heart of stone, will obtain 
no footing in heaven. In that divine temple 
there can be no study without devotion : no 

* His Son . . being the brightness of his glory. 
Hebrews i. 2, 8. 

t Ephes. iii. 9, 10. 



L 
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survey of God's works without a discovery of 
his perfections, and no discovery of him without 
corresponding emotions of admiration and 
enthusiasm.* An outburst of praise will as 
inevitably follow the entrance of light into the 
mind from these glorious manifestations, as a 
peal of thunder succeeds to the electric flash, f 
Even upon earth it is the kindling of religious 
feeling which constitutes the real zest of in- 
vestigating the works of God. And we see in 
the instances of Paul and David, that, to the 
right-minded philosopher, such a study is 
capable of transporting the soul to the third 
heavens. J What will be its effect upon eman- 
cipated spirits in the world of light ! Truly, 
their unison of praise, the full Hallelujah 
Chorus, will be "as the voice of many waters;" 
yea, as "the voice of mighty thunderings."§ 

* THE DEPTH OF THE RICHES BOTH OP THE WISDOM AND 
KNOWLEDGE OF GOD ! HOW UNSEARCHABLE ABE HIS JUDG- 
MENTS, AND HIS WAYS PAST FINDING OUT ! FOR, OF HIM, (aS 

the Author), and through him (as the Director), and to him 
(as the End), are all things : to whom be glory for ever. 
Amen. Rom. xi. 83 — 86. 

f Rev. iv. 11. J Ps. civ. Rom. xi. 88 — 86. 

§ Rev. xix. 6. 
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" If I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto myself ; that 
where I am, there ye may be also." "The 
Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall 
feed them, and shall lead them unto living 
fountains of waters f " and so shall they ever 
be with the Lord." — The higher the Christian 
advances in the divine life, the more does " God 
manifest in the flesh" become all in all to him. 
The knowledge of Christ, the likeness of Christ, 
the presence of Christ, become the great objects 
of his existence. And here we are assured, 
that these highest aspirations of the soul shall 
be fully realized. Though Christ, when every 
enemy has been put under his feet, shall deliver 
up to the Father the sceptre of universal do- 
minion ; yet he will ever be the King, the 
Companion, the Instructor of his people, pro- 
viding for their every want.* And we must 
not overlook the extraordinary relationship 

* Unto the Son he saith, thy throne, God, is fob 
ever and ever. Heb. i. 8. That in the dispensation of 

THE FULNESS OF TIMES HE MIGHT GATHER TOGETHER IN ONE 
ALL THINGS IN CHRIST, BOTH WHICH ARE IN HEAVEN, AND WHICH 
ARE IN EARTH, EVEN IN HIM. EplieS. i. 10. To HIM THAT 
OVERCOMETH WILL I GRANT TO SIT WITH ME IN MY THRONE J 
EVEN AS I ALSO OVERCAME, AND AM SET DOWN WITH MY FATHER 
ON HIS THRONE. BOV. 111. 21 . 



THE LIFE EVERLASTING. 105 

subsisting here between the King and his sub- 
jects. In the host of eager spirits around 
him, Christ beholds a train of captives, re- 
deemed from sin and death ; and who, but for 
himself, would have already assumed the dark 
form of fallen angels, and entered upon an 
endless exile from the kingdom of God. They, 
on the other hand, behold in him a Divine 
Benefactor, to whose compassion and self- 
sacrifice they owe their all. 

And what shall we say of his qualifications 
as a Teacher ? Who can reveal the counsels 
of God like him, who has ever been one with 
the Father; or adapt his instructions to the 
human mind like him, who is the Son of man ?* 
We have already observed what an inexhausti- 
ble treasury the works of God will present 
for the instruction of intelligent beings. And 
who can unfold the riches of this field like him 
whose property it is, and by whose hand it was 
thus amply stored ? " For by him (the Only- 
begotten of the Father) were all things created, 
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible 
and invisible ; whether Thrones, or Dominions, 

* It became him, for whom are all things, and by whom 
are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make 
the Captain op thhir salvation perfect through suffer- 
ings. Heb. ii. 10. 
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or Principalities, or Powers; all things were 
created by him, and for him."* ' What must 
be the instructions of such a Teacher, what the 
improvement of such disciples !'t 



The society of heaven. 

" A great multitude, which no man could 
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and peo- 
ple, and tongues, stood before the throne of 
God and of the Lamb." — The whole company 
of the redeemed will constitute a host pro- 
bably much more numerous than is generally 
imagined. All look forward to a millenial 
period upon earth, when human life shall be 
no longer wasted by wars,J nor consumed by 
vice ; when disease, and all that is hostile to 
human existence shall be subjected in a much 
greater degree to the will of man ; when in 
fact the full significance of that Scripture shall 
be realized, " God hath put all things under 
his feet ;" and from the extension of man's 
dominion over the material world, the elements 

* Colos. i. 16. f Dwight. 

\ Nation shall not lift up sword against nation; 

neitheb shall they learn was any more. is. ix. 4. " in 

Europe there cannot be less than ten millions of armed men.'" 
Times > leading article, January 19th, 1869. 
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of this lower creation shall be rendered sub- 
servient in the highest degree to his well- 
being;* and when, above all, religion and 
knowledge shall advance and flourish with a 
rapidity and vigour unprecedented. Now it is 
evident that during such a genial spring, 
" plants of righteousness" without number 
will be raised and matured for the heavenly- 
paradise. For we must not form our estimate 
of such a period from anything that we have 
seen. Though Christianity is the " ministration 
of the Spirit," the great promise of the dis- 
pensation, " I will pour out my Spirit upon all 
flesh," seems never to have been fulfilled in its 
plenary and literal sense. The measure in 
which the Spirit has hitherto been bestowed is 
rather like the scattered drops that precede the 
shower than floods upon the dry ground. It 
is true, these fertilizing drops are more fre- 
quent in our day than they have been for many 
centuries ; and, it may be, that, to the sensitive 
ear of faith there may even now be heard the 
sound of an abundance of rain. But whether 

* Violence shall be no more heard in thy land, wasting 
nob destruction within thy borders. instead of the 
thorn shall come up the fir-tree, and instead of the 

BRIAR SHALL COME UP THE MYRTLE-TREE. Is. lx. Xviii. and 

Iv. 18. 
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so or not, we cannot expect the " wilderness to 
become a fruitful field," nor " the fruitful field 
to be counted for a forest," " until the Spirit 
be poured upon us from on high." Once, how- 
ever, let the windows of heaven be thus opened, 
and who can picture to himself the condition 
of the Church ? Where will complaints be 
heard of the inefficacy of divine ordinances, of 
the unfruitfulness of the good seed, or of the 
insurmountable nature of obstacles and " op- 
positions ?" At His presence the mountains 
shall flow down ; a nation shall be born in a 
day ; converts shall flock into the Church like 
doves to their windows ; and the earth be filled 
with the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea. Were such a period, therefore, 
to last no longer than a thousand years, it is 
evident that the number of candidates for im- 
mortality must be very great. 

But it is the belief of some, and apparently 
with reason, that the term, "a thousand years," 
in the mystical style of " the revelations of St. 
John," (and it occurs nowhere else in Scripture 
in connexion with this subject,) is used as a 
' round number ;' and, as such, is designed to 
indicate, not any exact period, but merely 
one of great magnitude. If interpreted fairly 
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according to the prophetic rule applied by ex- 
positors to other numbers in that book, the 
term "a thousand years" there signifies in plain 
language ' three hundred and sixty-five thou- 
sand years. 1 Is it not more reasonable to sup- 
pose that the expression stands simply for a 
large indefinite period ; a period it may be of 
many thousands ; but not of the vast amount 
of three hundred and sixty-five thousand?* 
Now, if this be the correct view, then the 
number of those admitted into the kingdom 
will exceed incomparably the number of out- 
casts ; as well as exceed beyond all calculation 
the number usually imagined. Certainly, the 
salvation of such a host would seem to accord 
better, humanly speaking, with the unlimited 
virtue of the atonement ; and be more adequate 
to produce satisfaction in the mind of Him 
whose beneficence is unbounded, f It would 

* For this interpretation we are not without a precedent in 
other parts of Scripture : the very same term, a thousand, 
being employed again and again in this manner ; that is, as 
a very large definite number for a smaller indefinite one. 
" The word which he spake to a thousand generations ;" 
that is, not to the full amount of a thousand, nor to anything 
like it, but simply to a great number. Deut. vii 8. 1 Chbon. 
xvi. 15. Ps. cv. 5. 

f He shall see of the travail of his soul and be 

SATISFIED. Is. llii. 11. 
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seem, too, to accord better with our notions of 
the Divine administration, that the reign of 
righteousness upon earth should very far ex- 
ceed in its duration the reign of sin and misery ; 
that where sin has abounded grace may much 
more abound.* Even the rudimentary dispen- 
sation by Moses had a duration of fifteen 
hundred years. And does it seem at all 
probable, that the period of dim and partial 
twilight should bear any comparison with the 
length of " the perfect day ?"f The designs of 
God are always grand. We are too apt to 
reduce them to our little scale. 

On any supposition, however, ' the company 
of heaven 1 will be a host beyond all computation. 
And of these, however vast the number, all 
will be perfect ; not in nature only, but in dis- 
position ; all completely renewed in the image 
of God. All, therefore, will be friends and 
brethren in the truest sense, their " hearts knit 
together in love." The happiness of all will 
be the interest of each ; and the intercessory 

* He (Christ) shall be galled the Fatheb of the ever- 
lasting age. Of the increase of his government and 
peace there shall be no end. Is. ix. 6, 7. Bp. Lowth's 
translation. 

f For if that which is done away was glorious, much 
more that which remaineth is glorious. 2 Cor, iii. 11. 
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prayer of our Lord will be fully answered ; 
" that they all may be one ; as thou Father 
art in me, and I in thee ; that they all may be 
one in us." O blessed and wonderful unity ! 
Well might the poet sing 

" I know not, I know not, 
What social joys are there." 

How charming, how inexpressible the prospect 
of associating with such a brotherhood in 
endless peace ! What the blessedness felt 
within, of loving every individual literally 
and truly as ourselves ! What the blessed- 
ness from without, in being loved by every 
individual with the same whole-hearted affec- 
tion ! may the writer, and every reader 
of these remarks be training for, and hast- 
ening unto, a place in this angelic commu- 
nity ! For, these are they of whom the 
Lord hath said, " They shall be mine in the 
day when I make up my jewels." Does he 
call them his jewels ? Ah, truly, and costly 
jewels they have been to him ! To weigh for 
them the gold and silver of a thousand worlds 
would have been a small matter : but imper- 
ishable gems were not to be purchased with 
corruptible things ; so he bought them with 
his own blood. And now the whole collection 
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is complete ; a " host whom no man can num- 
ber," sifted from all nations and times, the most 
excellent of their day ; and yet purified and 
refined, and cleared of every flaw and imper- 
fection, and fitted to shine as the stars for ever 
and ever. Is not this a " royal diadem :" a 
trophy of matchless grace ; the rarest and 
brightest ornament of the King of heaven ?* 
In one of the sublime visions of the beloved 
disciple, he beheld what appeared to be a mag- 
nificent rainbow, encircling the throne of God 
and the Lamb ; fair but faint emblem of this 
great cloud of immortal gems, radiant in the 
beams of the Sun of righteousness. 

" Jesu, my Rest, thou ever-blest, 
help my poor endeavour ; 
Let me, in thy glorious light, 
Shine before thee ever.f 



"The throne of God and of the Lamb is in 
it, and his servants shall serve him." " They 
serve God day and night in his Temple."J 

How many poor creatures, wearied with the 
toil of earth, imagine greatness and happiness 

* Thou shalt be a crown op glory in the hand of the 
Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God. Is. lxii. 8. 
t Hymn 22, Church Psalter and Hymn-book. 

X Bey. zxii. 8. 
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to consist in having nothing to do ! Very 
different is the view here given. Indeed, none 
but a true Prophet could have ventured upon 
such a description as this. Existence in heaven 
a perpetual service ! Is this, then, the " rest," 
to which the weary and heavy-laden are to lift 
their eyes, and with the very prospect of which 
their fainting spirits are to be revived ! Truly, 
none but a loving disciple of the Lamb can 
appreciate the description. None but those 
who have yearned and longed to serve him 
with worthier powers and in perfect freedom 
Can discern the glory of heaven in it. But so 
it is. The happiest creatures find their highest 
bliss in the service of God and of the Lamb. 
It continues, therefore, without intermission : 
"day and night," according to our mode of 
speech ; for in reality " there is no night there." 
As the inmates of heaven never open their 
eyes upon a day of toil, so they never close 
them for a season of slumber. Strange but 
welcome paradox ! Effort without exhaustion ; 
incessant activity in everlasting rest ! 

One kind of service in prospect for these 
favored creatures seems to be indicated in the 
following expressions. " If we suffer with 

i 
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Christ we shall also reign with him"* " His 
servants shall serve him, and they shall 
reign fm % ever and ever"f " Thou hast been 
faithful in a few things ; I will make thee 
ruler over many things" " Because thou 
hast been faithful in a very little, have thou 
authority over ten cities, (and to another) have 
thou authority over five." Doubtless in the 
allotments of heaven there will be infinite 
variety, corresponding to the gradations of 
spiritual and intellectual eminence in the 
Christian community now. And the above 
expressions apparently teach us, that those who 
have learnt upon earth the blessedness of 
ministering to the good of others will have 
posts of authority and trust assigned to them, 
ia the divine kingdom, suitable to their indi- 
vidual qualifications. Perhaps the same may 
be inferred from the expressions of our Lord ; 
" the children of the resurrection shall be like" 
and "equal to" the Angels. That these 
" ministering Spirits " are employed on a grand 
scale in services of this description seems to be 
clearly indicated by the titles, "Thrones," 
" Dominions," " Powers," " Principalities : " 
though the full import of such designations, 

*2Tni.ii. 12. _ f B*v. sdi. 8— & 
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and the honor and dignity connected with them, 
can never be known upon earth. The investi- 
gations of modern science do, it is true, give us 
some insight into the dominions of the great 
King. They shew us that the regions 
of space far and near are filled with the 
works of his omnipotence ; and that what 
appear in the vault of heaven as mere shining 
points, are in reality great and splendid struc- 
tures, not less magnificent than our own sun ; 
and, also, that the expanse occupied by them is 
of such an extent, that in whatever direction we 
attempt to fathom it, upwards, downwards, to 
the right hand or to the left, it is still a great 
deep, in which there is no trace of a shore. In- 
deed, every fresh stage to which the eye is ad- 
vanced, by additional powers in the instrument, 
doesbut reveal a repetition of the same spectacle; 
millions upon millions, more and more remote, 
of these grand creations. But, as we cannot 
believe that lights so resplendent stand alone, 
illuminating only an infinite desert ; the infer- 
ence seems unavoidable, namely, that the 
universe of being is boundless, and, like its 
great Author, to all limited faculties, incom- 
prehensible. Now, from the platform thus 
raised for us by the hand of science, we catch, 
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it may be, a distant glimpse, not only of the 
" many mansions in our Father's house," which 
his beloved in Christ may be permitted to 
visit ; * But of the regions where the glory 
of angelic " Thrones/' the magnitude of their 
" Powers," and the extent of their " Dominions" 
are displayed. 

" scenes surpassing fable, and yet true ! 
Scenes of accomplished bliss, which, who can see, 
Though but in distant prospect, and not feel 
His soul refreshed with foretaste of the joy ?"f 



Once more : Life and immortality necessarily 
include an endless progress in knowledge, holi- 
ness, and felicity. — Even here on earth, under 
circumstances the most adverse, the Christian 
is ever advancing, and how much more under 
circumstances the most favorable ! And though 
his progress now is very slow, often scarcely 
perceptible, yet does it amount to something 
considerable in the course of a life-time. Com- 
pare the knowledge and attainments of the 
experienced Christian with those of a babe in 
Christ ; or the intellectual acquirements of the 
philosopher with the mental condition of an 

* If children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint- 
heirs with Christ. Bom. viii. 17. 

f CfeWSBR. 
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infant. But, if such an advance is practicable 
in the course of a few years, and while the 
spirit is clogged with both mental and animal 
infirmities, who can estimate the progress that 
will be made by perfect natures in the light of 
heaven, and during endless ages I Who can 
imagine the rapidity and freedom with which 
intelligence will flash upon the mind when the 
narrow avenues of animal sense are exchanged 
for the clear perceptions of the spiritual body ! 
The translation from the gloom of a dungeon 
to the light of a crystal palace seems but a 
faint image of the change. And in what a 
superlative degree will that Scripture be veri- 
fied in Immortals, that " beholding with open 
face the glory of the Lord, they will be changed 
into the same image from glory to glory ! " 
What an unrivalled prospect ! The mind ever 
expanding, the nature ever refining, the horizon 
ever enlarging, the progress ever upwards ! 
For evermore their song shall be, 

" Nearer, my God, to thee, 
Nearer to thee." 



Imperfect as is the foregoing view of the 
revelation made by Christ of man's immortality, 
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how evident does it appear that outlines so 
grand as these were never sketched by human 
hands, nor could ever have been conceived by 
the heart of man ! Had not God revealed 
them unto us by his Son and his Spirit, we 
should have remained in darkness even till 
now. 



From the many useful reflections naturally 
suggested by the subject, we may select the 
following : 

How inestimable is the value of the human 
soul ! 

Nothing can set this truth so vividly 
before the mind as the unveiling of the 
future. Now that life and immortality are 
brought to light, we see what the soul of man 
is capable of; what was the design of the 
Father in creating, of the Son in redeeming, 
and of the Holy Ghost in sanctifying it, namely, 
a never-ending progress in knowledge, holi- 
ness, and felicity : " that in the ages to come 
he might shew the exceeding riches of his 
grace in his kindness towards us through 
Christ Jesus. 99 * What higher destiny could be 
desired, or even conceived, by any created 

* Ephes. ii. 7. 
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being ? "What mind but the eternal one can 
estimate the attainments in knowledge, virtue, 
and bliss implied in such a progress ? For, the 
magnitude of the glory to be revealed is no 
less inconceivable to us than its nature. Who 
can read the Apostle's words in his attempt to 
estimate it, without astonishment ? His sub- 
ject is beyond the compass of language. He 
declares the inheritance to be not only " eternal 
glory," but an " eternal weight of glory ; " an 
" exceeding and eternal weight of glory ; " yea, 
a "far more exceeding," that is, "an exceed- 
ingly exceeding and eternal weight of glory."* 
But, though none but God can fully compre- 
hend the value of an immortal soul, we cannot 
contemplate the future designed for it without 
feeling what a treasure he has put into our 
possession. Truly, it ought to fill us with 
delight to think that any created beings are 
heirs to such a destiny. But what should be 
our feelings if we have good reason to believe 
that our own souls are training for this blessed- 
ness ! When our Lord beheld the exultation 
of his disciples at finding diseases and even 

* " It is hardly possible, in any translation, to express the 
force of this passage as it stands hi the original. Stephen says 
of it, Nothing greater can be said or imagimd." — Macknight. 
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devils put into subjection to them through his 
name, he bid them rejoice, not in that, but in 
the fact that their "names were written in 
heaven."* So that any other, even the most 
legitimate and unexceptionable ground of re- 
joicing, is not worthy of a thought, compared 
with a title to immortality. O how anxious 
should we be to secure this title ! how willing 
to give up everything for it ! t how instant 
to place our souls in the hands of him, who 
alone can mould and fashion them into vessels 
of honor, or render them meet for a place in 
his eternal mansions ! J For, precious as they 
are, as imperishable gems, they are no more 
fit for heaven in their natural selfishness and 
impurity, than a jewel in the mine, rugged and 
soiled, is fit for a monarch's crown. And how 
importunate should we be in seeking from him 
the promised gift of his Spirit ; that we may 
daily increase in those holy tempers and Christ- 
like dispositions, which constitute the highest 

* Luke x. 20. 
f When he had found one pearl of gbeat price, he 

WENT AND SOLD ALL THAT HE HAD, AND BOUGHT IT. Mat. xili. 46. 

% That he might make known the riches of his glory 
on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared 
unto glory. Bo. ix. 23. Is. lxiv. 8. 
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refinement of our nature ! * St. John has said, 
" He that hath this hope in him purifieth him- 
self even as he is pure ; " and St. Paul has put 
the same truth in another form, " we are saved 
by hope." Are we cherishing a hope of heaven ? 
O let it be the hope which "maketh not 
ashamed ;" the hope that purifies and elevates 
the soul ; and not like the " faith without 
works," " dead," and worthless to its possessor. 
On the other hand, how sad to think, that 
any should not value the treasure which they 
possess ; but prize every perishable trifle at a 
higher rate ! Truly, they are selling their 
birthright, like profane Esau, for a mess of 
pottage. They are spending their strength for 
naught, and their " labor for that which satia- 
fieth not." We hear one, at the close of his 
career, exclaiming, "I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course ; henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown."f Contrast 
with this the prospect and the retrospect of the 
man of the world : ' I have been chasing phan- 
toms all my life, and have grasped a shadow/ £ 

* HOW MUCH MORE SHALL YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER GIVE THE 

Holy Spirit to them that ask him ! Luke xi. 18. 

f 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 
% Fob what is a man profited, if he shall gain the 

WHOLE WORLD, AND LOSE HIS OWN SOUL ? Mat. Xyi. %6. 
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If any, sensible of the worth of the soul, 
are yet delaying, and hesitating about giving 
themselves up to Christ, u let them think 
how hugely their spiritual estate doth thereby 
suffer. Every minute contracteth a damage 
that runneth through millions of ages, and 
which therefore, will amount to an immense 
sum. And who, for all the pleasures here, 
would forego one degree of the blissful joy 
hereafter! Who, for all earthly splendours 
would exchange one spark of celestial glory ! 
Who, for all the treasures below, would let slip 
one gem out of his heavenly crown ! " * 

O that there were in us but a grain of that 
precious faith which is " the evidence of things 
not seen/' and which gives to invisible things a 
present subsistence in the mind ! So should we 
rise from the contemplation of life and immor- 
tality like giants refreshed with wine. Our 
daily burdens would be lightened ; our pains 
and sorrows soothed ; the light of immortality 
would illumine our dreariest paths ; and we 
should go on our way rejoicing. f The honors 

* Babrow, Vol. 2, p. 555. 
f Fob I BECKON THAT the sufferings of this present 

TIME ABE NOT WORTHY TO BE COMPARED WITH THE GLORY WHICH 
SHALL BE REVEALED IN US. Bo. Yiii. 18. 2. Cor. iv. 17. 
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and treasures of the world would no longer 
captivate our minds, much less make us grasp- 
ing, and discontented. All below the sun 
would appear fleeting and unsubstantial, like 
the visions of a dream.* Any other service 
than that of Christ ; any other investment of 
our time and talents, would appear to be ut- 
terly unprofitable.f Life, life eternal, would 
be the unrivalled object of our ambition. J 



Brief life is here our portion ; 

Brief sorrow, shortlived care ; 
The life that knows no ending, 

The tearless life, is there. 

O happy retribution ! 

Short toil, eternal rest ; 
For mortals and for sinners 

A mansion with the blest !§ 



* Eyery man waleeth in a vain shew. Ps. xxxix. 6. 
f Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the 

REWARD OF THE INHERITANCE \ FOR YE SERVE THE LORD 

Christ. Col. iii. 24. 

I This one thing I do, — I press toward the hare for 

THE PRIZE OF THE HIGH GALLING OF GOD IN CHRIST JeSUS. 

Philip, iii. 18, 14. 

§ Hymn 407, Church Psalter and Hymn-book. 
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